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PREFACE. 



Zeal for the cause of the Christian reli- 
gion, and the encouragement of, per- 
haps, too partial friends, induce the Au- 
thor to oflfer to his Christian brethren 
some fruits of his ministerial labours. If 
the latter motive be questionable, the 
sufl5ciency of the former will not be de- 
nied. Since, to diflfuse among his bre- 
thren a knowledge of Christ crucified is 
his ardent wish, as well as his bounden 
duty, he will only claim credit for good 
intentions, and consider himself repaid. 
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ST. JOMir xn. 15, IC 



PA6I 

If ve lore me. keep my comiimidmeiits. And I wiD 
pray the Father, and. he afaall give yon annthfT Com- 
forter, that he may abide vitfa yoa for erer ^^ 

SERMOX V. 

2 KINGS V. 12. 

Are not Abana and Pharpar, rivers of Damascus, better 
than all the waters of Israel I may I not wash in tfaem 
and be clean ? So he turned and went away in a rage. 74 

SERMON VI. 

ST. MATT. XXYI. 7^. 

And Peter remembered the word of Jesus, which said 
unto him, Before the cock crow, thou shalt deny me 
thrice. And he went out, and wept bitterly 91 

SERMON V[I. 

JEREMIAH VI. 8. 

Be thou instructed, O Jerusalem, lest my soul depart 
flrom thee, lest I make thee desolate, a land not in- 
habited lU 

[ISy«fAf^ Ml the M>r««t«ii «/ a general Thaftksgivmg to Aki^hty 
CM fir the mitig«tum <^tke ChoUrm.'} 
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ROMANS VI. 23. 



The wages of sin is death ; but the gift of God is 
eternal life, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

The Apostle has devoted this chapter to 
the dissipation of a fallacy which had 
crept in among his Roman converts, viz. 
that the dispensation of grace and truth, 
which he preached through Jesus Christ, 
did not insist upon the obligations of mo- 
rality, and this deceit was founded upon 
the idea, that in proportion as the offence 
abounded, so much more would God's 
glory abound, in the showing forth of his 
mercy on the offender. So rank and pes- 
tilential a heresy as this might well fill 
the heart of the zealous Paul with distress 
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2 SERMON I. 

and alarm ; he must have felt that where 
such notions prevailed, the downfall of 
the true church was unavoidable, and 
the triumph of the works of darkness 
would, ere long, be complete : accord- 
ingly, he strikes out at once into a course 
of argument happy in its application, and 
nervous in its character, to prove the ut- 
ter inconsistency of such opinions with 
the gospel of Christ. — '* What shall we 
say then ? shall we continue in sin that 
grace may abound ? God forbid." He 
proceeds to argue, in the first place, from 
baptism as being death unto sin, and 
new birth unto righteousness, ^^ a burial 
by baptism into death, that like as Christ 
was raised up from the dead by the glory 
of the Father, even so we also should 
walk in newness of life." He tells them 
that, " they are planted together in the 
likeness of Christ's death, that they may 
be also in the likeness of his resurrection. 
That their old man is crucified with him, 
that the body of sin may be destroyed." 



SERMON I. 3 

And he proceeds to illustrate by a bold 
and familiar metaphor, taken from the 
relation between master and slave, the 
abject thraldom of the servants of sin, 
compared with the glorious and spiritual 
freedom of the servants of God. ^•' Know 
ye not, that to whom ye yield yourselves 
servants to obey, his servants ye are to 
whom ye obey ; whether of sin unto death 
or of obedience unto righteousness ?" And 
finally, to give a finishing stroke to the 
discussion, he gives in the text the sum 
and substance of the whole matter, in 
terms forcible, concise, and plain, and 
highly calculated to establish their faith 
on principles scriptural and rational, and 
consequently firm. 

We will consider the two several truths 
here delivered by the Apostle, concerning 
the wages of sin, and the gift of God ; 
and though we shall not succeed in any 
attempt at farther illustration after the 
inspired demonstration of St. Paul, yet 
a mor^ accurate examination of the text 
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4 8ERM0N I. 

may issue in personal benefit to each, and 
teach us, through God's grace, to hold 
fast the form of sound doctrine, delivered 
to us by the words of Christ, and by the 
ministry of his Apostles. 

In considering the first declaration, 
that ^' the wages of sin is death," we are 
struck, in the first place, by a peculiar 
force and propriety, in the terms used. 
The word here translated wages*, signifies 
in the original the food or pay given to 
soldiers by the generals under whom they 
served ; and when we look back to the pre- 
ceding verses of the chapter, where the 
Apostle dwells upon the slavery of the 
sinner, we discover a great felicity in the 
use of this expression, as it describes the 
infatuation, as well as the dominion of 
lust, by which the sinner is held in chains. 
So true it is, that while men are led cap- 
tive by the love of sin, and are eagerly 
and madly intent upon the gratification 
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of their iniquitous appetites, they are no 
lesa captives to a delusion, that in all this 
they are in pursuit of some real good. 
They pursue a monster indeed, but a 
monster, with the voice and face of a 
Syren, a deceiving and reraorseles3 mas- 
ter, who promises nothing but enjoyment 
and reward, but gives nothing but disap- 
pointment and sorrow. Through the 
morning, the noon, and the evening of 
their days, the luring genius of evil still 
beckons them on, and still they toil on 
in the pursuit. The miser, the volup- 
tuary, the adulterer, the libertine, the 
thief, the blasphemer, the drunkard, and 
all the votaries of sin and sensuality, go 
thronging on the broad way that leads to 
destruction ; and still they clamour for, 
they expect their wages, or, in other 
'ords, their food and their pay, from 
Satan, the leader, whose standard they 
follow, whose commands they obey, and 
whose battles they fight ! And how must 
great adversary smile with horrid 
B 3 
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glee, as he weaves the fatal web which 
secretly is to take their feet, and secure 
them finally as his prey ! From his throne 
he points out to his cringing slaves the 
promised rewards of the homage he re- 
quires, to fall down and worship him. 
To the ambitious he displays, in the pros- 
pect, the kingdoms of the world and their 
glory ; to the lustful, the bewitching ely- 
sium of sensual pleasure ; the glittering 
gem, and the fascinating gold, are pre- 
pared for the hungry soul of avarice; 
and the towering thoughts of pride are 
flattered with the promise of unbounded 
homage. They demand wages for their 
service, and verily they will be paid. 
They look for reward for their deeds, 
and verily it will bestowed : not, indeed, 
by any fulfilment of the fair-sounding, 
but hollow promises of the prince of evil, 
they have yet to learn that these are 
lighter than vanity, more fleeting than 
shadows, less substantial than air : but 
not so the unquenchable fire of his malice. 
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and the indefatigable sting of his tortur- 
ing power. This is the revolting, unac- 
ceptable coin, in which his wages are 
paid. While still the deluded crowd are 
groping their way in vexation to the fairy 
land of their imagined reward, suddenly 
the thunder-cloud of judgment bursts 
over the scene, the glittering deceits of 
Satan vanish, and the ruthless hand of 
death closes upon his prey. Death, in 
short, eternal death, is the wages of sin ; 
but not the unruffled dreamless oblivion 
of eternal sleep ; not annihilation, or 
even the senseless clod, gone to claim 
everlasting kindred with his native clay. 
As the king of terrors with one hand 
stifles the last gasp of mortal life, with the 
other, he raises the curtain of futurity, as 
with one sweep of his arm, he ends in a 
moment, the pomps and vanities, the du- 
ties and the sins of time ; he throws wide 
the portals of eternity, and the sinner 
stands at once before One whose fiat can 
destroy both body and soul ; and now the 

B 4 



books must be opened, the stewards ac- 
count must be examined ; the talent is 
demanded, and the recorded service of 
the past must be brought to light, that 
the wages may be duly prepared; the 
doom too must be pronounced, and when 
it is pronounced, the final dismissal from 
all hope rings upon the ear, " Take that 
thine is and go thy way," to the inhe- 
ritance thou hast gained, to the lot 
thou hast won, the fire that is never 
quenched, the worm that dieth not, cease- 
less weeping and gnashing of teeth. And 
in the contemplation of this scene, my 
brethren, replete as it is with horror, and 
dark as it is with woe, there is yet in- 
struction. Do we all recoil with terror 
from the thought of everlasting condem- 
nation, and do we pray, in that awful 
moment of reflection, that such a lot may 
not be ours ? What says the Apostle in 
the text ? If, indeed, it should he here- 
after our lot, it will be only the wages of 
our sins. We shall not be hurled from the 
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■precipice, we shall not be thrust down 
into the gulf, we shall not be hurried 
on by an irresistible and fatal impulse to 
perdition, predestined to woe, and foreor- 
dained to death, but we shall fall, if fall 
we do, by ourown suicidal hand, we shall 
earn for ourselves the outpourings of 
wrath, we shall perish, if perish we do, 
by self-immolation upon the unhallowed 
altar of the devil. 

Having thus expatiated upon the first 
declaration of the Apostle, that the wages 
of sin is death, in its most terrific shape, 
and having shown thereby that the prac- 
tice of it must be utterly inconsistent with 
the profession of the gospel faith, the ob- 
ject of which is to lead us to immortality 
and happiness ; let us now turn from this 
dispensation of condemnation, this source 
of fear and trembling, and look upon that 
dispensation of grace, rich in consolation, 
and exceeding in glory, which is thus pre- 
sented to us by St. Paul : — " The gift of 
God ia eternal life, through Jesus Christ 
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our Lord ; and here again the same pro- 
priety and force of diction is to be ob- 
served which struck our attention in the 
preceding clause. It is true, that death 
is the earned wages of sin, and it is as 
true, that eternal life is the gift, theyree^ 
gift of God, and that through Jesus Christ. 
We may, by our evil deeds, thrust our- 
selves down to condemnation ; but we 
cannot, by our good works alone, attain 
to the height of salvation. After all the 
struggles, toil, peril, and temptation of 
the Christian ; after all the burden and 
heat through which his tottering steps 
have borne the cross, and dragged the 
fetters which bind his spirit to earth ; 
after all his purification in the furnace of 
affliction, his warfare in the field of duty, 
and his sickening experience of the vanity 
of this world and its passing scenes, if, 
after all, he have a well-grounded hope 
of release from his troubles, freedom from 



his carnal chains, pardon of his sins, and 
the attainment of an inheritance in eter- 
nity and glory, he can only hope for snch 
I blessings, through the free gift of a mer- 
ciful God, for the merits, and througli 
the intercession of his Redeemer. The 
conditions of the covenant must, indeed, 
by him be fulfilled ; he must labour to 
make his calling and election sure ; his 
faith must be productive, his hopes must 
be aspiring, his charity must be diffusive, 
his repentance unfeigned, his obedience 

I lively, his conversation pure ; but in imi- 
tation of him who glorified not himself, 
his heart must be humble, his self-esti- 
toation lowly ; he must trust in God, but 
without presumption ; he must grow in 
godliness, but without pride ; he must 
remember, as he girds his loins, and 
lights his lamp, that, by his own strength, 
Cand his own light alone, he caunot fight 
I the good fight, he cannot keep the right 
Hith ; there will be a dimness in that 
Pght, and an infirmity in that strength. 
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till one be brightened and the other coa- 
firmed by the Spirit of light and power; 
and though, perhaps, he scarcely dares 
in his unworthiness to lift up his eyes to 
heaven, let him remember, that there is 
One there, whose delight it is to exalt the 
self-abased, and to encourage the meek, 
and to present them to his heavenly Father 
as meet recipients of that free gift of sal- 
vation, which he died to obtain fur man, 
and for which he lives constantly to in- 
tercede. 

In all this, the self-righteous on the 
one hand, and the disciples of a bar- 
ren faith on the other, find much 
which is militant against their doctrines. 
They are all exemplary Christians in 
their own eyes, they have all, like 
the Sadducees of old, texts ready to sup- 
port their opiuions, nevertheless, they 
all err, and are deceived. The first 
class, the self-righteous, are labouring to 
build upon the foundation of their highly 
prized morality, aji enduring house of 
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refuge and salvation ; tliey are for ever 
thanking God, that tlieyare not as others 
are, and for the proud sense which they 
feel of the security of their state, and it is 
by no means easy to convince them, that 
what they have so long regarded as a 
rock, is in fact no better than the sand. 
Virtue is doubtless a thing of great worth, 
substance, and beauty, but like many 
other things, its beauty is obscured and 
its utility destroyed, by its being mis- 
placed ; as the superstructure of a godly 
I character, it is lovely, and it is Christian, 
nt when placed as the corner stone of 
he edifice it is not pleasing to the view, 
nd it is not Christian ; for it is so placed 
lontrary to the Gospel of Christ. If by 
good works alone, salvation be attainable, 
the Redeemer and his redemption are 
manifestly set aside, the building then 
IjQust be remodelled, the foundation of 
&iith must be laid, and godly virtue based 
hereon ; then indeed, the storm may 
, and the wind may blow, and the 



14 SERMON I. 

floods may beat upon the structure, in 
vain, for verily it will be found stablished 
upon the rock. — ^The dreaming disciples 
of bare faith on the other hand, who for 
ever believe and tremble, but whose 
belief is embodied in mere words, have 
never got beyond the foundation : their 
faith may be full of enthusiastic preten- 
sions, and assumption of superior light, 
but it is useless, for it supports nothing, 
it gives no proof of having any origin 
in heaven, and all above it is but the 
baseless fabric of a vision, where no 
rational hope can find habitation, and 
no virtue dwells : so far are they from 
vain-glorious boasting of their own merits, 
or trusting to their good works for salva- 
tion, that they would have the gift of 
eternal life, unshackled even with the 
requisition of holiness of character and 
purity of heart; in short, they would 
have the precious manna fall at once into 
their mouths, and not even have the 
trouble to stoop to gather it up : and ever 
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SERMON I. 15 

since the days of the Apostles, these fal- 
lacies, faith without works, and works 
without faith, have been the constant 
iLeld of argument to the moralist, and of 
Reclamation to the preacher; exhortation, 
instruction and reproof, have exhausted 
upon them all their stores. And whence, 
my brethren, all this perplexity and dis- 
.ssion t is the Gospel obscure or is man 
flind ? is truth a hidden thing, or is man 
fascinated with error ? Let the candid 
inquirer declare, who has threaded the 
maze of perversions to which human con- 
ceit has wrested Holy \yrit. Let those 
declare, who have long since discovered, 
.at men, led astray by the obliquity and 
pravity of their reason, are prone to 
mystify, instead of elucidate the Gospel, 
to search the Scriptures, with a prejudi- 
cation of their contents, and a blind 
partiality to particular opinions, and to 
quote and to argue, not so much to in- 
vestigate and to establish sound doctrine, 
to sanction their own unscriptural dog- 
10 
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mas, and to set up for divine their own 
visionary systems of belief. 

Such plain, meaning passages of Scrip- 
ture, as the text, may be with much 
propriety urged upon the attention of all, 
in times, when opinions are disseminated, 
unscriptural, monstrous and extravagant, 
and when too, the respect due to the 
deductions of learning, industry and pa- 
tience, is not unfrcquently paid to the 
forward pretensions of untutored zeal, 
and the crude opinions of ignorance in- 
toxicated with pride. There was a time, 
when erudition, and study, much time, 
much humility, and much prayer, were 
considered no unreasonable or unneces- 
sary preparations, for the preaching and 
interpretation of the word of God ; but in 
these times, when novelty for the most 
part secures admiration, it would seem 
from the conduct and language of some 
persons, that such things are antiquated, 
and exploded. A divine is now made 
Bometimes, sooner than a mechanic ; the 
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noat obscure passages in the Word of 
God, are now boldly expounded, after 
their own fashion, by the most illiterate, 
the most mysterious by the most unen- 
lightened ; theologians and preachers start 
up in our streets, ready educated, and 
ready inspired, iu their own eyes, armed 
with quotations to the teeth, by the mis- 
application of which they contrive to pro- 
vide food for the wildest fancies of man- 
kind. And what is the consequence ? 
The sound principles of Christianity re- 
quire to be continually educed from the 
mystifications by which they are obscured, 
and the intricacies in which they are 
involved ; there is a ceaseless war of sects, 
a deafening din and clamour of opinions, 
while the wholesome, and nutritious 
bread of life, is neglected for the perish- 
ing and profitless provision of wrangling 
and disputation. Call to mind, my bre- 
thren, the words of the text, once more, 
before you quit this sacred place, and call 
them to mind again, in the profitable 
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season of retirement, meditation and 
prayer. You will find them beyond the 
reach of the casuist, or the fanatic, for 
they are full of sure, invincible, unadul- 
terated truth. They will speak to you in 
warning, in instruction, and in consola- 
tion. They will conjure you, as you 
name the name of Christ, to depart from 
iniquity, for the wages of that inquity is 
death. They will influence you, through 
the help of God, to hold the faith, in the 
unity of the spirit, and the bond of peace, 
not only in word but also in deed, not 
only with your lips, but also in your lives. 
Finally, grace be with you all. — Examine 
yourselves, whether ye be in the faith; 
not as it is too often defined, by the 
miserable and thinspun theories of those 
who concerning the truth have erred, 
but as it is vividly and indisputably set 
forth in the commandments, conditions 
and promises of Christ in his Gospel. 
Foolish and unlearned questions avoid, 
as you value your peace ; and since the 
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religious aspect of the times is somewhat 
perilous, cling closer and closer to the 
sure word of God. Inquire with humility 
and pray with faith, and you will be 
taught to avoid sin, and its wages death, 
and to secure that free gift of eternal life, 
which to faith is promised, through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. 
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ST. LUKK, XZiL 19, 20. 

And be took bmid, and gmve thanks, and brake it, 
and gave onto tbem, saving, Tbis is my body 
wbicb is giren for yon, tbis do in remembrance 
of me. 

Likewise also tbe cup after supper, saying, Tbis cup 
is tbe new testament in my blood wbicb is sbed 
for you* 

It is my intention, my brethren, with 
God's assistance, to address you this 
morning on the Sacrament of the Lord's 
Supper, more particularly as it is a me- 
morial of the death and atonement of our 
blessed Lord ; and I shall, at the same 
time, oflPer such exhortation, as appears 
best calculated to promote the observance 
of the same. 

It is, truly, almost to enter upon 
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an impossible task to attempt to do jus- 
tice to a subject so stupendous as the 
atonement of Christ, We can gaze 
in paralyzed amazement upon the dy- 
ing Saviour, we can wonder and trem- 
ble at the consciousness that for us he 
suffered, that ail the fell host of ills which 
shook his soul to the centre, his wan- 
dering, persecution, revilings, buffetings, 
groans, anguish, and death, were the sa- 
crifice offered up on the altar of immacu- 
late justice, to wipe the damning spot 
from our souls, and to unbar to excluded 

Ttals the impenetrable gates of heaven. 

e can marvel at the wisdom, and shrink 
within ourselves at the power which thus 
united mercy and truth, righteousness 
and peace ; but when we would embody in 
speech these various emotions, expression 
drops powerless at once ; unable to com- 
pass the mighty theme, the voice which 
would be lifted up eloquent with praise, 
issues in the gentle but deep outbreathing 
of humble prayer. Where is the faithful 



froi 



I 



I 



22 SERMON ri. 

and sincere believer wbo has not felt at 
once this excitement and prostration of 
the heart, the aspiring spirit struggling 
in its earthly prison, the spiritual vision 
full in sight of the unclouded effulgence 
of truth, but bowed down and dazzled by 
the glory which beams from her, just fresh 
from the throne of the Eternal ; and yet 
the mind remains riveted to the theme, 
like the beloved disciple who lingered at 
the foot of the cross. The enraptured 
believer, in imagination, is still at CaU 
vary ; in thought he beholds the lace- 
rated form, and hears the groans of his 
Saviour, till with heart and mind over- 
flowing with the grace of God, he repairs 
to the altar, and devotes his regenerate 
nature to faith, hope, charity, and peace 
there, at length, in common with angels' 
and archangels, and all the company of 
heaven, his dumb astonishment finds a 
tongue of praise, his surcharged heart 
finds at length relief, and when the vow 
is pledged, and the prayers and praises 
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of the faitlifiil have ceased, lie rises up 
with an invigorated soul, prepared by 
the holy rite to go on his way rejoicing, 
to believe more firmly, to meditate more 
deeply, to do more justly, and to walk 
more humbly with his God. 

Such, my brethren, are some of the 
blessings attached to that ordinance, by 
participating in which we may mark our 
sense of the signal and surpassing majesty 
of the atonement of the crossof Christ. But 
what can we advance justly to pourtray 
the grandeur and sublimity of such an 
event ? Search the records of the momen- 
tous events of time, weigh all the achieve- 
ments of the most gigantic powers of 
earth, still, the crucifixion of Jesus Christ, 
in its nature and effects, stands forth ex- 
alted and unapproachable, the same yes- 
terday, to-day, and for ever. In that 
hour of fearful prodigy, from which the 
sun, in his steadfast course, turned away 
in gloom, the most astounding revolution 
HEiras begun which this world has ever 
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seen ; when the expiring Redeemer pro- 
nounced the watch-words, " itis finished," 
nature received one univereal convulsion, 
and her travail was complete. The vast 
earth reeled in the abyss of space, the 
rocks were rent, and the marble throat of 
death, already sickening with the spirit of 
resurrection, disgorged his victims to the 
light. The vail before the sanctuary of 
God was rent in twain, and justice and 
mercy from above looked down upon the 
work, and behold it was very good. 
Things in heaven, things on earth, and 
things under the earth, visible and invi- 
sible, the dying and the dead, obeyed the 
electric voice. Then Satan was hurled 
from his throne, his kingdom was broken, 
and his agents were discomfited, and 
songs of triumphant joy burst from tlie 
inspired seraphim of heaven. At that 
moment the temples of heathenism shook 
to their foundations, and those seeds of 
truth were scattered by the breath of Je- 
hovah, which in their progress to matu- 
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nty, have survived amidst the ruins of 
empires, and planted thereon the pillara 
of the everlasting Church, at the foot of 
the cross, the stone-engraven laws of 
Sinai received their prophetical fulfil- 
ment, and their spiritual ratification be- 
ing sealed with the mediatorial blood, 
while the thunderings of the mountain 
died away into distance, to be succeeded 
by the assuring revelation of grace and 
peace. When the Lord of glory dismissed 
his triumphant spirit, not only was tlie 
sharpness of death overcome, but the 
kingdom of heaven was opened to all be- 
lievers, pardon was prepared for the pe- 
nitent, grace for the needy, and a certain 
assurance was given to those who feel in- 
sufficient of themselves to do any thing of 
themselves, that they should have their 
sufficiency of God; and, my brethren, 
we must have a keen and humiliating 
sense of this insufiiciency in ourselves 
before we can spiritually discern the scope 
and comprehension of the mercy of God, 
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as displayed in the death of Christ. We 
must be led back by the Spirit to the 
days of the first Adam ; we must weep 
over his fall, we must behold him in the 
nakedness of apostacy, driven from the 
presence of Lis Maker, prostrate under 
the curse of his God ; we must learn 
to look upon him, not as man, the 
pure, the happy, the blessed, lord of a 
paradise, and breathing the fresh undying 
spirit of eternity ; but man, the corrupt, 
the wretched, the denounced, a wanderer 
in a world of sin and sorrow, endowed for 
a time with a fleeting life, already tainted 
with the damps of the grave ; and still 
we must go on with the pious work, we 
must fathom the deep subtleties of 
our own hearts, resolutely cast away the 
soft sayings of self-delusion, and awake 
to a sense of our abject condition ; thus 
we shall feel that we are captives, but 
yet there is a deliverer ; that we are 
hound, but yet there is one who can open 
our prison, and loosen our bonds ; that 
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we are heavy laden with sin and frailty, 
but yet there is one whose yoke is easy, 
and whose burden is hght ; and whose 
especial pleasure it is to lift up the falling 
hands, and to strengthen the feeble knees ; 
. we shall know assuredly, and feel deeply, 
bat if any man sin we have an advocate 
tith the Father, JesusChrist the righteous, 
nd he is the propitiation for oursins. 

Such, my brethren, is the work of 
Phrist manifest in the flesh, begun at 
Bethlehem, and finished on the cross ; 
nly it is the Lord's doing, and marvel- 
018 it is in the eyes of his servants, at 
oce full of power, yet full of goodness ; 
replete with condescension, yet crowned 
with triumph. The oftener we turn our 
thoughts to the Saviour on the cross, the 
more do we feel that there is the home 
of the wanderer, the resting place of the 
weary, the solace of the afflicted, and 
what is all in all — the consolation of the 
sinner, and the salvation of the lost ! 
What is man, proud, philosophizing, in- 
c 2 
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tellectual, cavilling man, williout his Re- 
deemer? Walking in a vain shadow in 
disquietude and perplexity, harassed by 
doubt, tossed to and fro by the tempestu- 
ous wind of speculation, beaten down by 
the waves of calamity, certain only of his 
own littleness, uncertain only of what ia 
his greatest good, unstable, unsanctified, 
unenlightened, and unblest : but once fix 
his wandering eyes upon the glowing 
beauties of the gospel, once breathe upon 
his unquiet mind the spirit of Jesus, once 
plant his feet on the firmset rock of ages, 
and his emancipated spirit soars at once 
to a communion with his God, far above 
the roaring of the tempest, and the beat- 
ing of the waves : faith cheers, hope in- 
spires, and wisdom directs him, till dead 
toallpride, vain-glory, and presumption; 
he casts all his care upon the Lord, his* 
creator, preserver, and Redeemer ; to 
stir up feelings like these, not in one, 
but in millions ; to work out atonement 
and Redemption for countless ages, and 
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Ear nations yet unTx>rn, the clouds of 
sorrow and the darkness of death were 
suffered formerly to gather round the be- 
loved Son of God, and formerly were 
brought to pass the soul-stirring scenes of 
Gethsemane and Calvary, the ineffable 
agonies of the garden and the cross. For 
us all he lived in tribulation and died in 
shame, that we might not have an high 
priest who cannot be touched with a feel- 
ing of our infirmities, hut tempted like 
ourselves, yet free from sin, that he 
might issue in glory from his humiliatiou, 
a prophet to teach, a priest to save, and 
a King to rule us ; and to preserve 
through all time, in the hearts of his re- 
deemed, a memorial of these glorious 
truths. He, the great author and finisher 
of our faith, He, whom we call Wonderful, 
Counsellor, the mighty God, the everlast- 
ing Father, the Prince of Peace, insti- 
tuted that holy Sacrament of our Church, 
hy which, as the Apostle instructs us, we 
do shew forth the Lord's death till He 
c 3 
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come. Yea, my brethren, it is because 
we preach Christ crucified, because we 
are his ministers and stewards, because 
to us is conamitted the awful responsibi- 
lity of his priesthood, that we lay before 
you this bread of life, and offer to your 
lips this cup of salvation. You have this 
day, and often in days past, made con- 
fession of your sins, and profession of 
your faith ; we invite you then, in the 
name of Christ, to his holy altar, to prove 
the sincerity of both. You call yourselves 
Christians, we bid you then to this holy 
Sacrament, instituted by Christ himself, 
to ratify your claim to that title ; and we 
read in your ears his last dying solemn 
injunction, written with his blood. Do 
this in remembrance of me ; and what 
more can we say ? Is not this enough to 
wring remorse from the hard hearted, and 
to cover the disobedient with shame ? 
Can we have any thing more command- 
ing than the words of the incarnate God ? 
What ! shall the dying behest of the pa- 
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rent, the brother, the friend, frail fallible 
mortals like ourselves, be treasured up 
and fulfilled with punctilious obedience, 
and the will of him who bestowa the best, 
the most perfect gifts, be despised or for- 
gotten ? Shall earthly allegiance be duly 
solemnized, and no heed be given to those 
vows of fidelity demanded by him whom 
all the angels of God worship, and of 
whose glory the heavens and the earth 
are full ? Where is the traitor who 
Rdrould be called upon twice to swear 
gfealtv to his king ? and shall the King of 
Bangs extend his sceptre in vain ? Is it 
Hrise, is it consistent, can it be any thing 
nut impiety, to turn with a cool shrug, or 
an averted ear, from the summons of 
him in whose hands are the balance of 
destiny, the sword of justice, the keys of 
heaven and of hell? If you keep not this 
feast, in the name of all that is sacred 
what feast will you keep ? If this claim 
not your respect and observance, then 
away with all the pride, pomp, and cir- 
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ciimstance of life ; there can be nothing 
Bolemn, nothing venerable, nothing holy, 
nothing great. Let us hear no more of 
high and festal days, and great occasions ; 
no more of the highly-esteemed perform- 
ance of national duties, the boasted and 
important gathering of the loyal and the 
patriotic ; the grave attention, almost 
worship, paid by inflated man to the 
magnified concerns of this little life. 
What are these, compared with immortal 
life, redemption, and grace 1 what, but 
the paltry, almost invisible atoms, that 
are whirled away by the blast? In pro- 
portion as things temporal are surpassed 
in importance by things eternal, prospe- 
rity in life by peace in death, by so much 
is this holy communion of greater import- 
ance and obligation, than any thing pro- 
posed to the mind of man. 

Such exhortation and remonstrance may 
appear to the worldly and the irreligious, 
both uncalled for and offensive ; the brand 
of enthusiasm may fix upon the preacher. 
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for the freespeaking zeal with which he 
would urge this duty upon mankind ; 
many there may be, who can ill bear to 
have their long-hushed feelings roused by 
the importunities of the pulpit ; and some 
there may be, whose proud opinions rise 
and bristle with fury, at the freedom, or 
presumption, (if such it must be called) 
which dares thus to attack them in their 
strong hold ; and what wonder 1 Assur- 
edly it has ever been thus ; when the 
searching rebukes, and the cutting de- 
nunciations of Jesus of Nazareth, smote 
harshly on the ears of the guilty Jew, 
what was the answer? Refutation, argu- 
ment, vindication ? No ! " Thou hast a 
devil," was the all-conclusive rejoinder, 
wrung by the truth from convinced but 
obstinate impiety. Such was the meed 
of him who spake as man never spake, 
and the servant will fare no better than 
his Lord. The Scriptures were fulfilled 
when the blessed Jesus became an object 
for scorn, ridicule, and contempt ; a prey 
c 5 
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to the treachery of his friend, a spectacle 
of shame to men and angels on the cross ; 
and the Scriptures are fulfilled now, when 
the heady, the high-minded lovers of 
pleasure more than lovers of God, having 
a form of godliness, but denying the power 
thereof, betray his religion, and cast con- 
tempt upon his name, by a public scorn 
of his holy rites. But let not the minis- 
ters of Christ forsake his holy cause, let 
them rebrace their spiritual armour, let 
them gird upon them the sword of the 
Spirit, let them wield with bravery and 
fortitude the weapons with which the 
word of God will supply them, and that 
God of truth, who never yet deserted his 
Church, will assist and support them still. 
I know that the voice of the preacher may 
be like a whisper to a whirlwind, when 
opposed to the clamour of the multitude, 
or the more deadly doctrines of fashion- 
able morals ; but he is but a false minis- 
ter of the gospel whose firmness fails him 
before the tribunal of worldly opinion, or 
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Who weighs, right and wrong, in the false 
balance set up by the customs of men. 
He may be a Judas if be will, be may 
conceal the terrors and exaggerate the 
mercies of the Lord, he may wink at 
wickedness, and gaze unconcerned upon 
bad examples ; but if he turn not in time 
from such a path, be will oue day find a 
lion therein, who will tear him asunder, 
and appoint him a portion with the un- 
believers, whose impieties he has encou- 
raged, and whose punishment he will then 
partake. 

*■ Do we then, in thus speaking, call 
ion the careless and profane multi- 
de, to hasten to tbe altar with all tbeir 
sins upon tbeir heads, and to meet with 
more audacity their already insulted God ? 
Do we call tbe sensual, the debauched, tbe 
covetous, tbe proud, the malicious, the 
blasphemer, and all tbe other children of 
Satan, to rush with rude impenitent haste 
to this holy rite ? Heaven forbid, my 
ithren ; this indeed would be not to re- 
c G 
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ceive Christ and to invoke his grace, but 
to deny him, aud to provoke his curse. 
Let a man examine himself before he pre- 
sume to eat of that bread, and to drink 
of that cup, and when he comes to do so, 
let him come with faith, repentance, and 
godly resolutions, with a clean heart aud 
humble mind. Our Church admonishes 
all to repent of their sins, or else to come 
not to that holy table ; but if any man 
say, I am a grievous sinner, and, there- 
fore, afraid to come ; wherefore then she 
answers, Do ye not repent and amend ? 
These are plain words, but plain as they 
are, there is not in man that sophistry 
which can fritter them away, or that 
strong reason which can set them aside. 
They strike with unanswerable force at 
that excuse, which is, perhaps, the most 
plausible, as well as the moat common — 
want of preparation : and here we may 
observe, that those who are unprepared 
to-day, were so yesterday, and there is 
every reason to think will be to-morrow ; 
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ir the distaste for preparation increases 
with delay, and the cup becomes more 
nauseous at every attempt. As self-ex- 
amination, in order to prepare us by re- 
pentance and amendment for this holy 
sacrament, is indispensable, if we would 
worthily receive the same, so they, who 
advance their non -preparation to excuse 
their neglect, do indeed prove their own 
uuworthiness, but prove nothing else, 
unless it be these, for them unforlunate 
^elusions, that they prefer death to life, 
to holiness, Satan to Christ, The 
time approaches, when the Sacrament of 
the body and blood of Christ will be cele- 
brated in connection with the commemo- 
ration of his sufferings and death. There 
is yet a little space for self-examination, 
reflection, and prayer ; and then tlie hour 
coraeth when the children of this world 
and the children of light will take their 
respective parts. The duty of attendance 
at the Lord's Supper, is either binding 
and imperative upon those who call them- 
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selves Cliristians, or it is not ; if it be, 
then they who admit the obligation, out 
of their own months are judged for their 
neglect ; if it be not, it remains for those 
who deny it, to satisfy their Maker and 
themselves why they omit obedience in 
thia point, and yet are punctilious upon 
others, sanctioned by the same authority, 
and commanded by the same Lord. Con- 
viction may be deadened to apathy, and 
conacience may be drugged to sleep, these 
fallacies may do for earth, but this cause 
must be tried in heaven, before him who 
seeketh and judgeth according to the 
truth ; whose knowledge is perfect, whose 
justice is incorruptible, and whose sen- 
tence is eternal. Let those, then, who 
are bidden, before they begin to make 
excuse, weigh well the issue, and remem- 
ber with whom they have to do ; let all 
such seek communion with the word of 
God, and bow down with singleness of 
heart before the Holy Spirit, with whom 
are all the treasures of wisdom and know- 
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ledge, and to whom no suppliant for 
grace and assistance ever appealed in 
vain. Christ crucified is about to be set 
forth among you, and you have one step 
to take, either to join him, or to join the 
reviling ungodly crowd who pass by. His 
offers are, to the miserable sinners who 
draw near to him with faith, pardon for 
the past, grace for the future, sanctifica- 
tion in life, peace in death, and glory in 
heaven ; a translation from temporal to 
everlasting feasts of love ; and to those 
who withhold their allegiance, and re- 
nounce his offers, this is his solemn warn- 
ing : ^^ whosoever shall deny me before 
"men, 'him will I also deny before my 
*' Father which is in heaven." 
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ST. LUKE X. 41, 42. 

Jesus answered and said unto her, Martha, Mar- 
tha, thou art careful and troubled about many things 
— But one thing is needful. And Mary has chosen 
that good part, which shall not be taken away 
from her. 

One of the great services rendered to 
man by the Christian revelation, is the 
perfect manner, in which it has estab- 
lished the connexion between his duty 
to God, and his duty to his neighbour ; 
and the nicety, with which it has marked 
out the proper value of the things of this 
life, and the regard due to another life 
to come. Experience amply proves, that 
in the estimate of these things, men are 
apt to run into dangerous extremes. We 
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find one man so wrapped up in the abstract 
cuDtemplation of the Deity, his nature, 
and his attributes, that the world, in 
which he is placed for the purpose of pro- 
bation, is forgotten, and many golden 
opportunities of active duty and spiritual 
improvement are consequently lost ; ano- 
ther abusing instead of using that world, 
and lamentably deficient in a knowledge 
of spiritual things ; another, so earnestly 
engaged in labouring fur the meat that 
perisheth, that he has neither time nor 
inclination to seek for that spiritual food, 
which endureth unto everlasting life. 
There is no part of religious wisdom to 
which the precepts and discourses of our 
Lord have a more manifest tendency, 
than guarding against these equally fatal 
extremes, and no incident in the course 
uf his ministry is more calculated to 
afford instruction on this point, than 
that which called forth the words of my 
text. Our blessed Lord, we read, having 
entered into the village of Bethany, was 
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received ioto the house of a certain pious 
woman, named Martha, who h-d a sister 
oamed Man', and it is in the different 
hehaviour of these two peraona that the 
moral of the stor\' lies. Martha ' was 
exeeedinglv anxious about the variety 
and elegance of an entertainment, which 
she was preparing for her sacred guest, 
so much so, as to be perplexed and 
troubled with much serving, and the num- 
berof different occupations which crowded 
upon her hands ; entering the room where 
her sister Mary was all this time sitting 
humbly at the feet of Jesus, and earnestly 
endeavouring to improve the opportunity 
of advancing in godly wisdom, she, not 
perhaps without some warmth, expressed 
herself offended because her sister did 
not assist her in her household business. 
Lord, dost thou not care that my sister 
hath left me to serve alone 1 Bid her 
therefore, that she help me ; I would not 

' Doddridge. 
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presume myself to call her away from at- 
tending to thee, but I beg of thee to inter- 
pose in the matter ; let her assist me now, 
and when the entertainment is over, she 
can come, and hear Thee discourse. 
Jesus in reply, reminds her of that im- 
portant truth. One thing is needful ; thou 
art careful and troubled about many 
things, which are not worthy of such 
anxiety and toil, and on an occasion like 
this might welt be spared ; but let me 
tell thee solemnly, there is one thing 
needful ; of everlasting importance, of 
inestimable value, to which all the cares, 
pursuits and formalities of this life are 
as nothing, and Mary has chosen that 
good part, which shall not be taken away 
from her ; she has wisely preferred attend- 
ing to my doctrines, and' to her own 
spiritual wants, to that excessive desire 
to show outward civility to my person, 
which has so much engaged thy atten- 
tion, as to make thee forgetful, of this 
great opportunity of securing to thyself 
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some portion of tliat heavenly treasure, 
which while all earthly possessions pass 
away, shall never be taken away from 
those that possess it. Our Saviour, be it 
observed, does not blame Martha for her 
respectful cares, and attention towards 
him ; our respect and veneration for hea- 
ven, can never be too powerfully felt, can 
never be too strongly evinced. But with 
the form of godliness, we roust possess also 
the spirit thereof. We may cumber our-' 
selves with much serving in God's house, 
and yet be neglectful of the one thing 
needful ; we may bow the head, bend 
the knee, and repeat the prayer, with 
punctuality and witli precision, and yeti 
find out perhaps, after all our toil, that, 
we have not secured that good part which., 
shall not be taken from us. We cannotj 
be too constant in our attendance at theu 
marriage feast, but we must beware ot'i 
being found there without the wedding,, 
garment. The question for the Chris-. 
tian ie, not only, how often can 1 attend' 



the temple of the Lord, not only, how 
often can I repeat the solemn adjuration, 
Lord ! Lord ! but what shall I do to be 
saved ? how can I most zealously and 
effectually do the will of my Father 
which is in heaven ? In the strong 
maxim laid down in the text, that one 
thing is needful, there is nothing meant, 
which shall oppose or prevent the necea- 
f>ary discharge of all the duties of active 
life. It is in the conscientious and regu- 
lar performance of all these duties, what- 
ever be our situation in the world, that 
our application of the maxim must be 
shown. The one thing needful is com- 
prised in fearing God, and keeping his 
commandments ; with a holy and en- 
couraging faith, that we shall obtain his 
pardon and acceptance through the merits 
and intercession of his blessed Son. It 
is in framing our lives and conversations 
according to this principle, that we alone 
can show, how needful we think religion 
is, how truly we value, and how sincerely 
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we obey it ; uot slothful in business, 
fervent in spirit, doing all things to the 
glory of God. This and this only can 
make us so pass through things temporal, 
that we finally lose not the things eternal, 
and enable us so to use this world of trial, 
that hereafter we may be received into 
everlasting habitations. It is this which 
makes religion the one thing needful, 
because having that, we have in fact all 
things ; and having it not, we shall iu'^ 
evitably lose even that which we have. 
If we would be really happy, if we would 
be really wise, if we would be eventually 
saved, we must admit it into our hearts 
and minds, without qualification, and 
without reserve. If it find us poor, it 
will make us rich. If it find us weak, it 
will make us strong. If it find us dead 
in trespasses and sins, it will make us 
risen in Christ to everlasting glory and 
life. Religion has claims upon us all; 
which we must answer, either by obe^ 
dience unto life, or by suffering the 
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curse denounced by the Saviour we re- 
ject. No place, no time, no rank, no 
station, no possible circumstances in 
which we can be placed, can free us from 
the obligation to answer that awFuI 
[[uestion — what shall it profit a man, if 
he gain the whole world, and lose his 
own soul? How it may be answered, 
upon worldly principles, a little reflection 
will convince us. Will the votary of 
pleasure, the disciple of Mammon, the 
worshipper of fashion, or of vice, whose 
only study is, liow to forget his God, to 
scoff at religion, and to mock at those 
who profess it ; will he, after all his host 
of vanities, dare to assert that he has 
silenced the still small voice of the moni- 
tor within ? does he not too keenly feel, 
that in spite of all tlie blandishments of 
worldly pleasure, in spite of all the so- 
phistries of worldly wisdom to disguise 
the fact, the one thing needful he still 
wants ? Is it not easy to perceive, that 
he has sown to the flesh, and that of the 
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flesh he is even in this world reaping 
corruption ? Is it not easy to discover, 
under his forced gaiety, the distorted 
features of an agonized mind, under his 
pretended composure the real convulsions 
of a wounded spirit t Men will tell us, 
if we ask them, that happiness is the one 
thing needful whicli they seek, and it is 
one of the deep delusions of Satan, to 
make men believe that they will find it 
in serving Mammon instead of serving 
God. Ambition, lust, avarice, and pride, 
all lift up their alluring voices to per- 
suade us, that we may go on in security, 
from sin to ain, provided we only become 
righteous at last : that when the day is 
far spent, and the night is at hand, then 
will be the time to work out our salva- 
tion : that provided we do not suffer 
the flame quite to expire in our lamp, 
when the bridegroom approaches to 
knock, we may at any time win breath 
enough from heaven to fan it into a flame. 
But my brethren, let us not be deceived ; 
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leads to heaven, here is that which will 
guide our tottering steps ; do we indeed 
fear to walk after our Redeeuier upon the 
troubled waters of temptation, here is the 
Almighty arm stretched forth to bear us 
up. All this, my brethren, we need, and 
all this Christ can do for us, in all time 
of our tribulation, in all time of our 
wealth, in the hour of death, and in the 
day of judgment, he is still the same, 
eloquent to console, and mighty to save 
us. Surely then we cannot, with all our 
infirmities and burdens upon our heads, 
turn a deaf ear to the heavenly invitation, 
which calls upon us to receive strength 
and rest. Surely we cannot, with the 
boundless riches of eternity within our 
grasp, neglect the precious treasure for 
the paltry dross of this transitory world. 
The soul of man should never be satis- 
fied, with the mere carnal gratification of 
time ; that which was born for immortal 
existence should look far beyond those 
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flesh he is even ia this world reaping 
corruption ? Is it not easy to discover, 
under his forced gaiety, the distorted 
features of an agonized mind, under his 
pretended composure the real convulsions 
of a wounded spirit ? Men will tell us, 
if we ask them, that happiness is the one 
thing needful which they seek, and it ia 
one of the deep delusions of Satan, to 
make men believe that they will find it 
in serving Mammon instead of serving 
God. Ambition, lust, avarice, and pride, 
all lift up their alluring voices to per- 
suade us, that we may go on in security, 
from sin to sin, provided we only become 
righteous at last : that when the day is 
far spent, and the night is at hand, then 
will be the time to work out our salva- 
tion : that provided we do not suffer 
the flame quite to expire in our lamp, 
when the bridegroom approaches to 
knock, we may at any time win breath 
enough from heaven to fan it into a flame. 
But my brethren, let us not be deceived ; 
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light is not more opposed to darkness, 
cold to heat, or truth to falsehood, than 
peace of mind to a wicked and worldly 
life. In vain, the hardened sinner would 
turn his back both upon the temple, and 
its God. In vain he whispers to his 
trembling soul peace, peace, when there 
is no peace. In vain he calls upon his 
tumultuous appetites to eat, to drink, and 
be merry ; ever and anon the paralyzing 
voice rings in his ears — Thou fool, this 
night thy soul shall be required of thee ! 
Man is a reasonable and immortal being, 
and his true happiness consists not in 
debasing his nature to a level with the 
brutes by sensuality and sin, but by 
rendering himself up body and soul, a 
reasonable sacrifice to his God. — It is 
impossible, seriously to consider man, in 
all his hopes and fears, his imperfections, 
his passions, and his crimes, without 
being more and more convinced of the 
necessity of religion, to console, to govern, 
to strengthen, and to purify his nature. 
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in securing peace in death, and pardon 
ttt the judgment day ? 

There remains then for us all, a vital 
question to decide. The wages of sin is 
death, a death to the joys of Heaven, to 
the promises of the Gospel, to the voice 
of hope. The gift of God is eternal life, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. A life 
of felicity unbounded, of glory unfading, 
of peace undisturbed. If we choose our 
portion in the perishable things of this 
life, we shall find to our cost and ruin, 
that we have leaned upon a bruised reed, 
when we needed an arm of Almighty 
strength to support us. That we have 
built us an habitation upon the sand, 
which time, despair, and death, will 
overthrow. But if by patient continuance 
in well doing, we seek a portion in that 
exceeding weight of glory which shall be 
hereafter revealed, we shall find in the 
time of our greatest need, that we have 
H'cured the one thing needful, both^Q 
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life, and in death, and with true godly 
wisdom have chosen that good part, 
which will never leave us here, and 
brighten hereafter into a perfect and 
everlasting inheritance in the kingdom of 
Jesus Christ. 
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8T. JOHN. xiv. 15. 16. 

[f ye love me, keep my commandments. And I 
will pray the Father, and he shall give you ano- 
ther comforter, that he may abide with you for 
ever. 

These words, it will be remembered, 
form a part of that truly beautiful address 
of our blessed Lord to his disciples, 
shortly before his crucifixion. They 
afford to us, as doubtless they did to 
them, encouragement and admonition. 
While they display to us the most affect- 
ing picture of the watchful and extended 
love of Christ, they are at the same time 
full of moral instruction : for among the 
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blessed truths which Christianity sets 
before us, none can be more inestimable, 
than the assurance, ihat there is a way, 
in which we may show our love of cup 
Redeemer; and moreover a being both 
able and willing, to stimulate our obe- 
dience, and to strengthen our resolution, 
while we walk therein. When the Mes- 
siah uttered these words, his ministry upon 
earth was drawing to a close. Already 
the sop had been received, the devil 
had entered in, the traitor was about his 
murderous work, and the temporary 
triumph of evil had commenced. But the 
Divine Teacher still proceeds to distri- 
bute his precious morsels of wisdom to 
his listening few : his words still teem 
with consolation and strengthening assur- 
ance. Forgetful, in the fulness of his 
love, of the agonies of the cross, and the 
indignities of the sacrifice now plainly 
before him, already he seems trans- 
ported to his glory, and speaks to them 
l-of his kingly gifts; already he seems 
D 5 
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throoed in his kingdom, and announces 
to them the approach of that Comforter, 
who vas to be their refi^ and strength, 
when " the little while" of his remaining 
sojourn upon earth bad passed away. 
The voice of his authority, moreover, 
addresses them, " If ye love me, keep 
my commandments." — The command is 
simple, yet sufficient ; comprehensive, and 
yet concise. I am about to prove love 
the most boundless, by a sacrifice the 
most stupendous in character, that ever 
eye has seen, ear heard of, or heart con- 
ceived. I suffer for your good. I am 
humbled for your exaltation. I am made 
poor, that you may be made rich. I am 
stripped for a time of my glory, that you 
may be made the heirs of glory celestial, 
of happiness eternal. I am bruised for 
your iniquities, I am chastised to make 
your peace with God. If then, for such 
things ye love me, not only exclaim, 
Lord, Lord, but do ye my will. I leave 
you an example, follow it. I leave you 
10 
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commandments, obey them. And theu, 
that the willing mind may be assisted 
and confirmed in obedience, the gracious 
promise is given, of the Comforter, that 
double mantle of the Spirit, which should 
fall upon them, from on high ; the guide 
to all truth, the nourisher of all virtue, 
the rod of miraculous power, an invisible, 
but omnipotent and omnipresent Spirit, 
to abide with his chosen, for ever. 

Among the consoling truths whicii 
cheer and encourage the Christian in his 
pilgrimage, the revelation of a sanctify- 
ing Spirit, ever open to his prayers, and 
provident for his spiritual wants, is one, 
infinitely beyond all price, inexhaustible 
in consolation, and fruitful with peace. 
The thought of a God of creation, pre- 
servation, and redemption, is full of 
devotion, and inspires joy, praise, and 
prayer. But our Trinity in unity is not 
'Complete, till we feel the consciousness 
of a God of sanctification, preventing our 
deeds and purifying our thoughts, cleans- 
d6 



iiig our hearts from their corruption, and 
in dwelling there with an awful and holy 
presence, infusing into the &oul that peace, 
which passeth all understanding, and Im- 
parting joys, which this world can never 
give ; already revealing to the spiritual 
vision, the glories which shall be here- 
atler, and pouring upon the entranced 
ear the seraphic songs of angels, that 
volume of praise and joy, which rolls 
eteninlly from the unceasing harps which 
till ihc courts of heaven. — Then we feel 
indt^cd, and in truth, what a God is our 
God, iuduscribable in majesty, yet infinite 
in mercy, dwelling high and lofty in 
unnpproachnblti tight, yet pouring the 
lull nioiisure of his Spirit into the heart of 
thii most lowly cliiUl of faith; coming, 
na of oUl, with the sound of the rushing 
luitfbly wind, with the tongue of fire and 
tho thundering of power, and anon, with 
tint still small voice, whispering to the 
ainner, in his feur mid trembling, the 
»eeeiit« of pence and panlon. True it is. 
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tliat in the hallowed pages of the Gospel 
of Christ, we find all that we can desire 
or conceive of pure instruction, and im- 
measurable wisdom, the strait gate and 
the narrow way to salvation, and all the 
perils of the way-side, the thorns and 
briars which fill the path, and the allur- 
ing flowers around, which tempt us to 
leave it; and as we there search deeper 
and deeper, into the treasures of wisdom 
and knowledge, the heart glows with ahea- 
venly desire, to take up the cross at once, 
to enter at once upon the denial of self, 
and the crucifixion of lusts and appetites, 
and to set our face at once, and stedfastly, 
to go towards the heavenly Jerusalem : 
hut then comes the strife between the 
spirit and the flesh, that fell struggle, 
between the law in the members and the 
law in the mind, and as the energies of 
the carnal mind rise in fearful hostility to 
the struggles of the spirit, the cry is still 
— " O wretched man that I ami who 
shall deliver me from the body of this 
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death ? Alas ! wlien I would do good, evil 
is present with me. And of whom shall 
we seek for succour in this appalling 
dilemma, when the soul totters upon the 
hrink of the gulf of guilt? of whom, 
but of that God the Holy Ghost who 
waits only to he entreated, to crown the 
work of God's love, and fulfil the hearts of 
the elect, with love, joy, peace, long suf- 
fering, gentleness, goodness, faith, meek- 
ness, temperance. Then let not the heart 
of the faithful Christian be troubled, nei- 
ther let him he afraid. Let him buthunger 
and thirst after righteousness, and verily 
he shall be filled. Verily he shall see 
deep and far into the mystery of godli- 
ness, and his craving soul shall be satis- 
fied with the bread of life. Let him ask 
of the Almighty, and all bountiful Spirit, 
and he shall receive, let him knock at 
that temple of inspiration, and he shall 
enter in and be satisfied, with the out- 
pourings of zeal, knowledge, fortitude, 
perseverance and resignation. The days 
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bdeed are gooe, in which the Holy Spirit 
walked abroad in signs and wonders ; 
when the powerless limb started again 
into vigour ; the dull ear was gladdened 
again with the music of sound ; the long 
darkened eye opened again in ecstasy on 
the blessed light ; the cold corse reglowed 
with life, and obedient nature turned 
from her course, at the command of him, 
at whose fiat she first sprang to life. The 
Ananias of our day is not struck down by 
death ; and eloquence fresh from heaven 
no longer pours over the listeuing world, 
incountless tongues,the glad tidingsof sal- 
vation ; but yet that eternal Spirit is with 
us still ; that Comforter who was to abide 
for ever with the Church of Christ, is still 
at work, minute indeed, but mighty; invi- 
sible, but unceasing in operation. Even 
now, there are diversities of gifts, but the 
same Spirit ; there are differences of ad- 
ministrations, but the same Lord ; diver- 
sities of operations, but the same God, 
which worketh all in all. Go, and ask 
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ihe faithful and toiling minister of Chri&t, 
what nenes him to wrestle in his Master's 
cause ; go, and ask the child of affliction, 
what taught him to how in meekness 
under tlie chastening rod ; go, and ask 
the mourner, in bis solitary anguish, how 
he was taught to see hope, even on the 
dull cold features of Death, and how he 
learned precious lessons of wisdom, in the 
tearful chambers of the house of woe ; and 
go too, and ask the wayworn pilgrim of 
Christ, in his last moments, what kept 
the cross before his eyes, through all 
the changes and chances of his rugged 
journey, what strengthened him to resist 
temptations, and what now invigorates 
his soul to grapple triumphantly with 
Death? — there is but one answer. All 
this worketh one and the selfsame Spirit, 
dividing to every man, severally as he 
will. And let us not, my brethren, 
be induced to doubt the operation, or 
to neglect to implore tbe influence 
of that Holy Spirit, because we see 
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delusion sometimes assuming his sacred 
name. Error is the inbentance of fallen 
man, but the prevalence of error cannot 
invalidate truth- If any man fancies thai 
the ravings of the visionarv and the fana- 
tic invalidate the credibihty of the per- 
sonal influence of the Holy Ghost, he is 
yet ignorant of the only rale by which we 
can judge who are, and who are not so 
influenced. What said our blessed Lord 
of the false prophets? " Ye shall know 
them by their fruits ;'' and we may safely 
affirm, that it is as reasonable to go to the 
thorn for grapes, or to the thistle for figs, 
as to believe in the influence of the Holy 
Spirit, where the fruits thereof are not 
produced. That the Holy Spirit, aa the 
third person of the blessed Trinity, takes 
part in the merciful work of man's re- 
demption, and that that part is the rege- 
aeration and sanctitication of his nature, 
ire truths essential to our faith. But aa- 
med privilege, asserted illumination, 
dogmatism, or unmeaning rhap- 
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sody, does not prove his possession of the 
heart. Such things are not characteris- 
tic either of Christ or his religion. The 
possession of faith, hope, charity, purity, 
aud patience, may surely satisfy the Chris- 
tian, that he is labouring, not in vain, to 
make his calling and election sure, with- 
out aspiring to the miraculous endow- 
ments of an Apostle, or to the possession 
of powers which we have no warrant 
whatever to expect. 

There is another error, however, which 
more frequently takes possession of the 
minds of men, and that is, the resistance 
of the ajipeals of the Holy Spirit, and the 
indulgence of that opposition set up by 
pride, and the love of sin, to conviction 
and reformation of life. When we look 
back upon the past history of the conflict 
of that Spirit with the obduracy of man, 
what a melancholy picture of our nature 
is there ! Prophets and priests persecuted, 
tortured, martyred in his cause ; what a 
host of vicious talents have risen like 
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giants, to strive with impotent fury with 
his inspired servants ! The wily Scribe, 
the vain-glorious Pharisee, tlie jealous 
heathen, all these broke their weapons 
in the mad and unavailing contest ; and 
after that period, when as we have this 
day read, he descended with marvellous 
and unheard of powers into the hearts of 
his chosen, still the unholy work went on. 
The enemies of truth still hardened, still 
vindictive, furiouslyraged together against 
the Lord, against his anointed ; and truly 
their name was Legion. Kings and rulers, 
principalities and powers, with all their 
terrors, the scourge, the dungeon, and 
the sword, toil and nakedness, hunger 
and thirst, exquisite torture and refined 
cruelty ; in short, all the engines of envy, 
hatred, and malice, which Satan ever 
taught his sons to use, were set to work, 
to stop, if possible, the flood of revelation, 
and to fling back in the face of insulted 
Heaven, all its glorious and merciful gifts. 
He who dwelleth in the heavens, in the 
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mean time, was laughing them to scorn; 
in spite of the pertinacious deafness of 
man, the Spirit was still pouring forth 
light and truth ; in spite of the crushing 
opposition of the great ones of this world, 
a remnant was still preserved ; the seed 
was still sown. The Holy Spirit conti- 
nued to give the word, and his preachers 
went forth in his power, diffusing the doc- 
trines of the gospel with their eloquence, 
and sealing them with their blood, till that 
Church was founded in which we live, and 
rejoice to live. Yes, my brethren, we are 
all now, with one accord, in oneplace ; and 
well may we exclaim, that the Comforter 
still abides with us. Look around you, in 
thought, far beyond these sacred walls ; 
behold ! the Holy Catholic and Apostolic 
Church is now at this moment congre- 
gated together ; thousands, and tens of 
thousands, engaged in the celebration of 
that holy Pentecost, when the gospel 
light first dawned from afar upon their 
native shores, which now fills them from 
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side to side, with the spirit of adoption, 
crying, " Abba Father!" IntoleraDce, 
bigotry, and persecution, have vanished 
away in this bright hour, and that which 
was to the Jews a stumbling-block, and 
to the Greeks foolishness, harf become 
to us, by the tuition of the Holy Spirit, 
the power of God unto salvation, even 
Christ crucified, by whom alone we can 
obtain remission of our sins, and be made 
partakers of the kingdom of heaven. But. 
my brethren, how dazzling is the light in 
which we stand ! how awful are the re- 
sponsibilities which rest upon us ! The 
Jews, that nation, described by our Lord 
as crooked and perverse, themselves wil- 
fully placed before their face the stum- 
bling-block of their iniquities ; and if we 
stand by faith, with hearts deeply touched 
with that abundance of the Spirit which 
has been poured upon all flesh, we must 
not be high-minded, but fear ; we must 
on all occasions, and especially on this, 
implore that Spirit to grant us fresh ac- 
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ceasioQs of his ^ancdfying influence ; we 
most this day, by a holy and devotional 
demeanour, endeavour to prepare our- 
selves for the continual inhabitation of 
his grace ; we must make it a day of 
rejoicing, of praise, of repentance, and 
of prayer ; of rejoicing, because we are 
redeemed ; of praise, because we are 
ble^ed ; of repentance, because we are 
sinners ; of prayer, because we are needy; 
and the Spirit declares, " Ask, and ye 
shall receive." 

There is no situation in which Provi- 
dence can place us, in this life, in which 
the blessed Comforter, before whom we 
this day bow, is not the truest, the best 
Jriend. Whether we are listening to the 
voice of the Deity, walking abroad in the 
beautiful creation, reposing in the bosom 
of domestic affections, or, perhaps, tak- 
ing our melancholy stand, heavy and 
sore troubled watchers at the bed of sick- 
ness ; hanging over the grave of father, 
mother, brother, sister, husband, or wife, 
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child, or friend, in all the Spirit is still 
aU-sufHcient, his consolations are not vain, 
his whisperings are all of peace. And 
in all the saddest circutiistaDCes of life he 
is no less the rod and the staff of the 
faithful Christian. Writhing under the 
oppressor's wTong, the proud man's con- 
tumely, scourged by adversity in every 
degree, weighed down by calamitv in 
every shape, in snch bitter moments of 
probation, and in others far worse than 
these, there never yet was a true believer 
who prayed sincerely for comfort and 
strength, without feeling the inspiring 
and substantial truth of this assurance, 
" If ye, being evil, give good gifts to 
your children, much more will your hea- 
venly Father give his holy Spirit to them 
at ask him." And when we remember 
' we are bom to misery, as the 
sparks fly upwards ;" that our infirmities 
are numberless, and that even in our pe- 
titions, too often we know not what we 
task, thus laid low in poverty and unwor- 
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thiness, how can we choose but implore 
the aid of that ever-ready Spirit, who 
alooe can enrich us in spiritual things, 
and raise us from the dust? 

My Christian brethren, now is the ac- 
cepted time, your day of Pentecost is 
now fully come. Behold ! all things are 
now ready, corae ye to the feast; come, 
ye bidden guests, to the supper of the 
Lord, come in meekness, in penitence, 
and in charity, and receive the precious 
gift which is ready to descend into your 
hearts. Come ye that mourn, ye shall 
he comforted. Come ye that labour and 
are heavy laden, ye shall be refreshed. 
Come ye that tremble, ye shall be as- 
sured? Shutout, awhile, the world, the; 
scene of your toil, your temptations, and 
your sorrows ; lift up your thoughts tO' 
your Redeemer, and think that your re- 
demption draweth nigh. Call to mind 
the promises, exhortations, warnings, 
threatenings, with which the Holy Spirit 
has striven with you, from year to year, 
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and from day to day. Remember, ye 
careless ones, a time may come when the 
door will be shut, and every knock then 
will smite upon your hearts with the cold 
echo of despair. Come, then, and seek 
a new heart, and a new spirit, where 
alone they can be found, before that hour 
cometh, when ye will go hence, and be 
no more seen. 
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Are not Abana and Pharpar, rivers of Damascus) 
better than all the waters of Israel ? may I not wash 
in them and be clean ? So he turned and went 
away in a rage. 

Be clothed, says the Apostle, with hu- 
mility ; and truly it is the first, the se- 
cond, and the third thing needful for the 
Christian. The history, indeed, of the 
sins and imperfections of our nature is 
always, in a greater or less degree, con- 
nected with the inworking of a certain 
antichristian pride, which closes the eyes 
of multitudes against the beauties of the 
truth, as it is in Christ Jesus, and keeps 
the unregenerate carnal mind at enmity 
with God. In the story of Naaman, of 
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faich my text forms a part, wc have a 
striking picture traced by the bold hand 
of the inspired historian, of a character. 
deformed by pride, and corrupted with 
its constant companion error. In him 
we might reasonably look for something 
more than the ordinary share of wisdom, 
for some portion, at least, of that dignity, 
sagacity, and prudence of conduct, whicli 
, we naturally expect among the influential 
and the great. We read that he was a 
great man with his master, and honour- 
able, and doubtless he had distinguished 
himself by his penetration and know- 
ledge in the councils of his king, and was 
considered as one fit to teach senators 
wisdom. In persons thus exalted in con- 
sideration and respect, we look for some 
superiority to the delusions of empty con- 
ceit, and a ready concurrence with the 
dictates of truth and reason. This mighty 
Syrian, however, was a leper, afflicted 
with a loathsome disease, from the suffer- 
ings of which his rank afibrded him no 
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repose, liis power no relief; in this emer- 
gency, when the resources of wealth and 
great place had failed to minister to his 
need, au unexpected prospect is opened 
to him of a cure of his disorder; " Would 
God," said one of his captives, " that 
my lord were with the prophet that is in 
Samaria, he would recover hioi of his 
leprosy." Full of hope, he at length re- 
pairs to the prophet, very probably not 
without cousidcrablc pomp and retinue; 
and expecting, that the manner of his 
cure would be marked with that respect- 
ful solemnity usually observed in the 
treatment of persons of elevated condi- 
tion. The prophet Elisha, however, di- 
rected by the impulse of the Spirit, does 
not even go forth to meet his visitor, but 
contents himself with sending this simple 
message, " Go wash in Jordan seven 
limes, and thy flesh shall come again to 
thee, and thou shall be clean." Simpli- 
city of conduct and language, however, 
was ill-suited to the taste or the ears of 
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\his inflated noble, and still less could he 
patiently endure the independence and 
reserve of the man of God ; his proud 
spirit, untamed by the scourge of sick- 
ness, rises at once into fury, " But Naa- 
' man was wroth, and went away, and 
' said. Behold, I thought he will surely 
' come out to me, and stand and call upon 
' the name of the Lord his God, and 
' strike his hand over the place, and re- 
' cover the leper ; are not Abana and 
' Pharpar, rivers of Damascus, better 
' than all the waters of Israel ? may I not 
' wash in them and be clean?" so he 
turned and went away in a rage, 

The mind of the reflecting Christian 
will readily apply these passages of Holy 
Writ to the purpose of religious edifica- 
tion ; he will perceive at once how this 
narrative illustrates the working of the 
carnal mind against the invitations and 
injunctions of Christ. Numbers of no- 
minal Christians there are, who, like 
Naaman, come to be healed, not, indeed, 
E 3 
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like litm of a leprosy of the body, but of 
the more deadly leprosy of the soul, with 
the greatest apparent eagerness and haste. 
That the heart of man is evil from his 
youth, is a truth from which they cannot 
escape : that sin is a foul pollution of that 
image of God in which man was created, 
is a fact, which cleaves like a deadly sick- 
ness to their souls ; they are sensible of a 
feebleness in their endeavours to do that 
which isgood,toawoeful propensity to that 
which is evil, to a distraction of thought 
in their search after truth, and to an im- 
potence in their struggles to attain some- 
thing like purity and perfection ; and all 
these causes bring them to the Gospel, to 
enquire what remedy it offers for these 
harassing evils. But imraoveably rooted 
in preconceived notions, and profoundly 
wise in their own conceits, they seek, in 
the gentle wisdom which is from above, 
not a new principle of religion which may 
strengthen and purify their hearts and 
minds, by fixing what really is error, and 
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^Iphat really is truth ; not a building upof all 
ings new in their structure of religion, 
int a superstructure which they may esta- 
tlish on that foundation of their own, on 
'hich they have determined to huild. In 
short, they come to the inquiry of what re- 
velation is, what it offers, and what it 
commands, filled with a determination of 
what it ought to be ; if they seek salva- 
tion, it is that only which their reason 
approves, if holiness, it is only just as 
much as their favourite lusts will allow ; 
they want, in short, that humility which 
[ust be the forerunner of instruction, 
id without which the rebellious and 
presumptuous thoughts of man will not 
submit themselves to the voice of God ; 
they want that key which alone can open 
IK way to the treasures of wisdom and know- 
Sedge, to the grace and favour of God, to 
peace here, and to immortality hereafter. 
If we fancy that Christian faith con- 
sists in any thing but a firm reliance on 
the revealed promises, accompanied with 
E 4 
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a zealous obedience to the commaads of 
Christ, if we fancy that we may repent 
and then return again to our sins, and 
make composition, as it were, with Al- 
raiglity God, for the indulgence of some 
sins, by abstinence from others ; if we 
fancy that any thing but the living water 
of life can infuse into our nature the 
spirit of immortality ; that any thing but 
the blood of a crucified Redeemer can be 
sufficient for atonement and purification; 
if we look for curious and philosophical 
discussion instead of plain truth ; for the 
cunning doctrines of man, instead of the 
sublime revelations of Jehovah; it is in 
vain that we read, mark, and learn, for in 
such a state of mind we shall never un- 
derstand ; if we ait down to the study of 
the Scriptures, or repair to the house of 
God, like the Pharisee, to boast of our 
merits, instead of to repent of our sins ; 
to seek a sanction for our opinions and 
prejudices, instead of to resign our hearts 
and minds to the tuition of that Spirit 
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who alone can guide us into all truth, it 
is more than probable, that the result of 
such ill-directed inquiry will be to mul- 
tiply our errors, and to deepen our guilt. 
When our sins are denounced, our little- 
ness is exposed, aad our favourite maxims 
are confuted ; it is easier and pleasanter 
doubtless, to turn and go away in a rage 
from instruction and reproof, than to 
turn, to repent, to amend, and to pray ; 
it is far easier, and far more gratifying to 
our vanity, to be offended at Christian 
plainness of speech, than to shake off the 
slavery of habits long indulged ; to give 
up the flowery path which our fancy has 
devised to heaven, and to enter at once 
upon that strait but thorny way in 
grliich, and in which alone, our gracious 
aviour has promised to guide and to 
Support us ; but what astounding phrenzy, 
what moral delirium is this ! must the 
Lord, indeed, be inquired of by man ; 

t'""st the Creator of the world, and the 
E 5 
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King of Heaven, plan out salvation, and 
measure out mercy according to certain 
standards set up by human reai^on? 
shall he speak and his creatures re- 
fuse to hear .' shall he command and 
his subjects refuse their obedience ? must 
the infallible God of truth, adapt his 
diepensations to the dear and tender pre- 
judices of beings lighter than vanity, 
more unstable than air ? If this be true, 
then what is Inspiration but raving, what 
is the truth we follow but a shadow, what 
is all revelation but empty senseless 
sound 1 Away with such unholy, such re- 
volting chimeras, fit only for the haunts 
of infidelity, worthy only of the ven- 
geance of heaven, and the execration of 
man. Surely if we have a want upon 
earth it is instruction, if there is any 
thing of inestimable value it is salvation ; 
if tliere is a being of boundless love to 
man it is Christ; if to any being our 
obedience is due, it is to him ; and 
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, if there is any mark oi' character 
I. common to us all, it is that we are ignor- 
^'Snt, that we all have need of faith, re- 
I pentance, and obedience, that we are all 
I more or leas infected with the leprosy of 
sin : and if there is any truth of everlast- 
ing stability, it is this, that for ns the 
Jordan of atonement flows from the cross 
of Christ, its waters are inexhaustible, 
their virtues are almighty, the sacrifice is 
slain, the priest is at the altar, and ever 
and anon, in earnest and compassionate 
accents he calls upon us, to wash and be 
clean ; far in the prospect the promised 
Canaan of eternity waits to receive us, 
when seven times dipped in the purifying 
stream. But if we perversely neglect 

kthis great salvation, if we impiously turn 
tnd go away in a rage, when the com- 
mand is so simple, and the reward so 
precious, what remains for us but a fear- 
ful looking forward to judgment? what 
I left for us, but a blind and uncertain 
randering through the wilderness of sin, 
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a cheerless sojourn for a time iu a dry 
and barren land to be exchanged finally 
for the abode of de;s|>air ? 

There is no security from the influence 
of such folly, but a constant adherence 
and a full and implicit obedience, to those 
scriptures which were written for our 
leamiug. If the laws of God are plainly 
delivered to us, and the means of re- 
demption and the terms of salvation are 
clearly defined, by him who alone has 
the power to redeem and to save, what 
is it but a vain waste of time, and a 
wicked abuse of reason, to endeavour to 
palliate disobedience, or to find excuses 
for the rejection of tliat, which we are not 
called upon to criticize, but to receive ? 
The question is, what shall we do to be 
saved ? and it is a question, not to be 
decided by the researches or deductions 
of man's reason, but by those immutable 
conditions of the Christian covenant, faith, 
repentance; and obedience ; concerning 
which we may be assured of this, that we 



SERMON V. 



can ueither add thereto, nor take there- 
from. Various indeed are the fonns of 
false doctrine which the folly and wicked- 
ness of man have set up. Faith without 
works, works without faith, zeal witliout 
knowledge, knowledge without zeal, plia- 
risaical affectation of superior holiness, 
and prodigal condemnation of the sins of 
others ; such are some of these rivers of 
Damascus by which some are endeavour- 
ing to cleanse their souls from their im- 
purities, and to establish for themselves 

■ a claim to the promises of the Gospel ; 
and all these errors are based on self- 
sufficiency and pridC) the same pride 
which filled the heart of the Syrian, 
opposed the preaching of Christ, and the 
perseverance of St. Paul, and which still 
hardens the hearts of multitudes who 
despise God's word and commandment ; 
and regard with contempt, that meekness 
and lowliness of spirit, which he delights 

, to adorn with the graces of the Christian 
lature : yet of all the weak extremes 




into which we are betrayed by the trea- 
chery of oar hearts, none will less bear 
the eye of relis:ious examiDation, none is 
more inconsistent with all we know of 
ourselves. Self abasement mav be said 
to be the first step to self-knowledge, 
and self-knowledge when really attained 
cannot fail to lead us to Christ, as the 
^ver of all we want, and of iufinitely 
more than we can desire or deserve. The 
goodness and losing kindness of our God, 
shown forth in our creation and preserva- 
tion, and all their attendant blessings ; 
bat above all in the means of grace 
afforded us here, and the hope of glory 
hereafter, through the merits and media- 
tion of our Redeemer ; these great truths 
should be sufficient to teach us, to receive 
with humility the engrafted word, and to 
bring into captivity every thought to the 
Spirit of the Gospel ; the short and fleeting 
day of existence is too precious to waste in 
obstinacy and hesitation, when we remem- 
ber, that the night of death is coming upon 
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ina, to be succeeded by the moroing of 
resurrection, and the awful disclosures of 
the judgment day. If we would have a 
iwelt-grounded hope of future glorifica- 

i*ioTi, we must seek it now with humility ; 
if we would provide for ourselves a future 
abundance of joys, we must now renounce 
the guilty pleasures of the flesh, if Chris- 
tianity be aa it is a reasonable service, to 
deny its obligations can never be the part 
of the wise. If it be as it is a revelation 
-from the most high God, to reject what 
it offers, and to neglect what it com- 
mands, can only be the part of the 
profane. 

The hand of mercy is now stretched 
forth to us. The voice of the Son of God, 
our Prophet, Priest, and King, is now 
rcalling upon us from the sanctuary, to 
wash and be cleansed from our sins, if 
from our obduracy that hand be with- 
idrawn, and that warning voice be hushed, 
before we depart in our frowardness, to 
the perishing things among which we have 
10 
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clioseu our treasure, and deposited our 
hearts, we must listen to a dreadful as- 
surance, which will break in upon us, 
that witii these we have renounced all 
that can make us fit to live, or fit to die, 
hallow the moments of existence, or soothe 
the agonies of death. In turning away 
in anger, or in scorn, from offered salva- 
tion, we are filling up the measure of our 
iniquities, and with self-destructive mad- 
ness, are sealing ourselves to the day of 
wrath. There are truths in Christianity 
which may confound our reason, and ' 
perplex our inquisitive investigations ; 
there are mysterious revelations there, 
which Satan will endeavour to make 
stumbling blocks and rocks of offence, but 
unless we can divest the Bible of the 
majesty of inspiration, we must bow 
down before it, in the humblest adora- 
tion. It is there revealed to us, that 
Jesus Christ has died for onr sins, and 
risen again for our justification ; that 
whosoever believetb on liim, with a lively 
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productive and undoubting faith, should 
not perish, but have everlasting life : let 
not man then, lost in sins, and miserable 
from infirmity, presume to approach with 
any thing hut gratitude, and humility, 
Eucb a gracious revelation as this : let 
the unholy swellings of pride, sink and 
be still before the dread majesty of the 
King of kings : let not man who is alto- 
gether vanity, exalt himself with vain- 
glorious arrogance before that infinite 
unapproachable Being, whose thoughts 
are incomprehensible, and whose judg- 
ments are like the unfathomed deep : if 
we must dispute let us dispute with one 
another not with our common Lord, if we 
must resist, let us resist any thing, any 
being, rather than the decrees of Him, 
who is Omnipotence itself. What he has 
written, he has written ; and whether we 
will hear, or whether we will forbear, his 
judgment will not fail to find us out. 
May we all receive with unfeigned grati- 
tude and unceasing praise, his unspeak- 
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able gifts, contented with the knowledge 
of Jesus Christ, and him crucified, which 
with sincere endeavours and earnest 
prayer we shall not fail to attain ; may 
we learn to distrust ourselves, aijid to trust 
to Christ, as the wisest of counsellors, 
and the truest of guides ; that so when 
we waver in our faith, through infirmity 
or error, we may be turned again to the 
Shepherd and Bishop of our souls, ex- 
claiming with the Apostle ' ' Lord to whom 
** should we go, Thou hast the words of 
'' eternal life." 
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ST. MATT. SXVI. 75. 

. Peter remembered the word of Jesus, whiefa 
Lyaid unto him, Before the cock crow, thou ahalt 
Ldeny me thrice. And he went out, and wept 

bitterly. 



- The Gospel does not present to us ii 
the characters of our Lord's disciples, 
beings of superhuman excellence, or of 
spotless perfection ; but has duly pre- 
served those lights and shades of cha- 
racter, which always more or less present 
themselves in human nature. And this 
fact, while it is a material argument in 
favour of the veracity of the writers, is 
also productive of much instruction to 
mantind. The incident so impartially 
described by the Evangelist in the text. 
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is one full of valuable Christian morality, 
it is calculated to humble spiritual pride, 
to comfort and help the weak-hearted, to 
raise up them that fall, and to rouse the 
circumspection, and warn the weakness, 
of the Christian in every age. We shall 
do well then, if we endeavour to improve 
it to our use ; in the hope that it may teach 
us to avoid the error, and to cultivate 
the repentance of the weeping Apostle, 
in ourselves. 

It might reasonably have been ex- 
pected, that men like the immediate dis- 
ciples of Jesus Christ, his constant at- 
tendants, the hearers of hia holy preach- 
ing, and the witnesses of his astounding 
miracles, would have been in no danger, 
with such a fulness of light around them, 
of wandering into the dark ways of doubt 
and unbelief. They had seen him unlock 
the gates of death, loose the bands of 
madness and disease, miraculously feed 
the hungry, and rule with the breath of 
his lips the wild winds, and the angry 
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deep ; they had been witnesses of the 
ease, with which he had either suspended 
or altered the laws of nature, and we 
find that Peter in particular had declared 
with all the energy of impassioned devo- 
tion, that his body and soul were given 
up to his Master's service. " Though all 
men shall be oiTended because of thee, 
yet will I never be offended," But such 
alas is the weakness, and moral cowar- 
dice of man ; that however convincing 
may be the arguments applied to his 
understanding, however plain the demon- 
stration made to his senses, or however 
moving the appeals to his heart, to make 
him stedfast in his faith, he is still in 
hourly danger of yielding up his mind to 
I the inroads of Satan : and thus we find 
■In the case of our Lord's disciples, when 
rbe was led away by his enemies to judg- 
ment, that they all forsook him and fled. 
Peter however, seems not so readily to 
p ihave yielded himself up a prey to his 
^Rioubt&and fears, fortheKvangelistinforma 
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US that iie followed his master, though afar 
off; too pusillanimous, actually to ac- 
company him to tlie hall of judgment, but 
too much ashamed, actually and totally to 
fly from his Master in his dark hour ; he, 
like many a worldly-minded Christian in 
the hour of trial, thought to make a 
compromise with his duty, and by follow- 
ing afar off, and with trembling and 
irresolute steps, to escape the imputation 
of apostasy. Such was the beginning of 
his falling away from his fidelity, tbe 
unfortunate first approach to that per- 
verted state of mind, which led him 
shortly after with oaths and curses wholly 
to deny Christ; and such is the often 
told history of the progress of every dis- 
ciple of Satan ; having wandered into 
the seducing ways of sensuality and sin, 
be is lured on, step by step, heedless of 
the pitfalls which surround him, every 
instant farther and farther from his Re- 
deemer and the sound of his warning 
voice ; till having lost himself in iniquity 



SEBMON Tr. 95 

and corruption, he first doubts, then for- 
sakes, and finally renounces and denies 
him. 

There is an imagination prevalent 
among mankmd that a little indulgence 
in sin is by no means dangerous. Frail 
and imperfect as men know themselves 
to be, they yet fancy that they can so far 
regulate their passions, and govern their 
appetites ; that if they only deviate in a 
slight degree from the straight path of 
their pilgrimage, it will be no difficult 
matter to retrace their steps. When they 
hear of the seductions of lust, and the 
dangers of temptation, it gives them no 
alarm ; they are safe in their faith, they 
think themselves firm, and promise them- 
selves that they shall never be moved : 
Peter indeed, may have become an apos- 
tate in the presence of extraordinary 
temptation ; Solomon and David, and 
others in olden time may have sinned in 
...following the lust of their eyes, and 
getting the Lord their God ; but they 
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do not fear though they at times may 
swerve, that they shall actually fall ew 
tirely from their uprightness; they arft 
ready, to thank God that they are not ^ 
some men are. But in all this, there ii 
a very great abundance of pride arfft 
vain-glory ; and a very great lack of tnifc 
Christian principle. Sin is as a little 
leaven, which will very soon leaven thfe 
whole lump, in which it is hidden. Itifc' 
at first like the cloud, no bigger than thfe 
man's hand, but will soon increase to a. 
mighty storm, big with ruin, and profuafe 
of desolation. It is in the beginnings iff 
sin, that it especially behoves us to bfe 
unwavering and firm, for if we once coii" 
sent to listen to the beguiling voice M 
the serpent, it will not be long before W<| 
stretch forth our hand to the tree, 
take and eat our own condemnation. U 
men fancy that they can check their efvfi 
propensities, and are in no danger iA 
sinking deeper and deeper into tlw 
slough of abomination ; when they ift- 
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i dalge in what they please to call trifling 
L ans ; when they securely repose in the 
Kidea, that yieldiDg to one temptation is 
not a sure sign, that they will when 
opportunity offers yield to more, they 
L will find themselves in the hour of trial, 
■piost grievously mistaken. When Peter 
Wbllowed his Lord afar off, he little 
\ thought perhaps, that he was on the 
point of turning his back upon him ; and 
of outraging his constancy, in a manner 
which would leave a lesson of admoni- 
tion, to generations yet to come. He little 
thought that the evil spirit, who had 
desired so much to have him, and sift 
him as wheat, was about to strike a 
fearful blow at his soul's salvation. He 
had been warned too of the approaching 

» danger, he had been cautioned that the 
Ixial approached ; but still he wandered 
on, trembling in the flesh, and groaning 
in the spirit, not quite estranged from his 
_, ^ide and master; not quite subdued by 
|ithe attacks of the tempter, till a fresh 
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temptation, finally laid prostrate his tot- 
tering faith. Where was now the proud 
confidence, the boasted firmness of the 
zealot ? where was the self-sufficiency 
which urged him to turn a deaf ear to 
the warning ; " Before the cock crow 
thou shalt deny me thrice 1" He had 
professed himself ready to die in the 
cause of Jesus, his voice it was, which 
exclaimed, "Lord to whom should we 
go, Thou hast the words of eternal life ;" 
he it was, who announced his firm belief, 
"Thou art the Christ, the Son of the 
living God :" his hand it was, which was 
stretched forth to smite the accomplices 
of the traitor Judas, he had heard it 
declared, by the Being whose miracles 
he had witnessed, and to whom he had 
sworn constancy even to death itself; 
that he should suffer, die and rise again, 
he had seen him only lately, in proof of 
his power, strike down his enemies with 
a look ; but no sooner (oh mysterious 
depravity of man !) was he tried with 
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that home question, " Art not. thou also 
one of his disciples ?" than lo ! the evil is 
accomplished ; he swore and cursed bit- 
terly, saying, I know not this man of 
whom ye speak. 

Let him who thinketh he standeth, 
take heed lest he fall. It is a fearful 
thing to see the multitude of the hardened 
and impenitent, clothed with sin, and 
girded about with pride, thronging the 
broad way which leads to destruction. 
But when we read of one, whom the 
Lord himself had condescended to in- 
struct ; one who had eaten of his bread, 
and drunk of his cup, one who had 
tasted the pure waters of salvation, drawn 
from the pure and living fountain, when 
such an one became almost a cast-away, 
and almost perished for want of spiritual 
strength, who can look upon this picture, 
and not tremble for himself 1 Who after 
this would not desire, to have his feet 
shod with the preparation of the Gospel 
of peace, lest his footsteps should fatally 

F 2 
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alidein his journey to meet his God ? And 
are you ready to tleclare that you have 
never by word or deed denied your Sa- 
viour? never felt, spoken, or acted, as if 
you were pshamed of the Gospel of Christ? 
Have you never denied your knowledge 
of Christian truth? Have you never dis- 
avowed your performance of Christian 
duties ? when the hardened and the pro- 
fligate have assailed your integrity with 
their scoffing and ridicule, have you never 
Buffered the uplifted finger of human cen- 
sure to drive you from your allegiance 
to your Redeemer and your God ? Have 
yon never tremhled, with a coward spirit, 
hefore the sneers of the infidel, shamefully 
compromised your faith by a conformity 
to the depravities of a multitude, sacri- 
ficed obedience to fashion, and loved the 
praise of men more than the praise of 
God ? — Judge ye yourselves, brethrenj 
that ye be not judged of the Lord. We 
may not, like Peter, desert the person 
of Jesus Christ ; but if we desert the 
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cause of Christianity by our sloth, or 
bring a scorn upou it by our evil habits 
and bad example ; if we boast of our 
faith, yet live on in our ains, and show 
forth uo liglit before men, by which they 
may see our faith, and glorify God, we 
are the worst of traitors to our heavenly 
Prince. The wicked principles of un- 
believers are pernicious enough, but they 
are not so pernicious as the wicked lives 
of nominal Christians ; the fiery darts of 
the wicked from without the Church of 
Christ, are not so mischievous as the 
traitors who are within it. Unblushing 
depravity in high places, sin, decked out 
in the imposing robes of greatness, profli- 
gacy, tenderly called amusement, and 
patronized by the edicts of fashion, titled 
delinquency, unviaited by reproof, and 
softened down with polite and well-bred 
appellations, names once noble tainted 
with infamy, and the demoralizing de- 
meanour of those who, elevated in the 
nblic view, are notorious for their vicious 
F 3 
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habits, and conspicuous for their irreli- 
gioD. This is a frightful host of things, 
not imaginary, but real ; not invented, but 
purely descriptive ; and these are the 
ruinous evils which oppose the truth, 
hinder the growth and expansion of true 
religion, and disorder society at lai^e. 
What can laws and penalties do to main- 
tain truth and justice, religion and piety, 
if the ignorant and the lowly are to he 
terrified into goodness by the thunders of 
the statute book, while a sanction is main- 
tained for iniquity in the example of 
those who possess the key of knowledge, 
and the advantages of education ? How 
can fortitude and bravery be expected 
from the humble Christian soldier, if de- 
sertion and cowardice are found among 
those who should lead the fight ? Those 
who profess and call themselves Chris- 
tians, but altogether neglect the way of 
truth, obey only their own lusts, and fol- 
low only their own imaginations, have 
done more injury to the cause of Chris- 
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tianity, and to the souls of men, than all 
the pestilent principles which ever issued 
fi-om the gates of hell. They are the 
traitors, who are hearers of the word, but 
doers of the deeds of darkness ; who only 
follow after Christ at the greatest possible 
distance, and are guilty of as great a prac- 
tical desertion as the mind of man can 

immit. 
* And let all beware how they cast their 
Censure on the lapsed disciple in the text. 
Did the courage of Peter fail him at the 
thoughts of man's malicious persecution ; 
and did the fear of man weigh more than 
the fear of God? it is lamentable, and it 
is true, it did. But if any are to cast 
the stone at him, in his moral prostra- 
tion, let it not be the votary of fashion, 
the creature of the world's applause, 

ho vacillate and cringe according to the 

floating doctrines of the world ; and who 

dare not, for their lives, be too religious ; 

[let it not be that man who frequents the 

God as a matter of habit, but 
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aeruples not, on any occasion, to allow 
the calls of earthly business to stifie the 
calls of religious duty ; and who goes out 
thence as he came in, unrepentant for the 
past, undetermined for the future; for if 
Peter denied and deserted Christ, all 
these assuredly do just the same; with 
this difference indeed, that their tempta- 
tion is somewhat less formidable than 
that which assailed him. They practi- 
cally renounce their faith, who are the 
idolaters of things temporal, and indiffer- 
ent to things eternal : who, instead of 
Seeking salvation, as the one thing need- 
ful, ' show a preference to the pursuit of 
the things of the flesh : who think of re- 
ligion, if ever they think of it at all, at 
distant intervals, between the pomps and 
vanities of life. They practically deny 
Christ who hear, with unconcern, hia 
name blasphemed, and his doctrines 
lightly esteemed, and evince no sense of 
horror, either at the sinners, or their sin. 
They are apostates, who draw near to 
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bim with their lips, while their hearts 
are far irom him ; who bend low before 
him in prayer, and then rise, only to go 
on in their career of unchristian iniquity, 
and whatever flattering unction they may 
apply to their consciences, hypocrisy has 
marked them for her own : they come 
before their God with a lie in their right 
hand, and they must look to have their 
portion with him who was a liar from 
the beginning. 

Let us all pray sincerely that we be 
kept from presumptuous sins, lest they get 
the dominion over us, remembering that 
we are not sufficient of ourselves to do 
any thing of ourselves, but that our suffi- 
ciency is of God ; for presumption it was 
in a very great degree, which caused the 
defection of the too self-confident disci- 
ple ; he depended in the time of tempta- 
tion, upon his own unassisted strength ; 
he had neglected to seek strength from 
^Jaove, that all-sufficient aid which alone 

Sn enable man to mortify the deeds of 
V 5 
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the body. Strong as he thought him- 
self in his bravery of soul, proudly as he - 
went forth to withstaud and to overcome, 
when the conflict began, the shield of 
faith was wanting, and thus, with the 
world, the flesh, and the devil in array 
against him, his zeal and resolution fell 
beneath their attacks ; and if there are any 
Christians here who feel the inner man 
pufled up with a confidence in their spi- 
ritual strength, who feel ready to boast of 
the superiority of the law in their mind 
over the law in their members, let them 
beware of this self-satisfaction; it may ■ 
lure them to a fall : let them ponder on 
this moving spectacle of hufiian frailty, 
and leam not to be highminded, but to 
fear : let them learn from the example 
before us, the deceitfulness of man's , 
heart, and ever seek for strength and 
sanctification where alone they are to be 
found. We cannot surely be elated with 
self-confidence when we remember, that 
one of the glorious company of the apos- 
10 
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one of the noble army of martyrs, 
presumed, and by his presumption tell, 
will be more like Christians to reflect, 
that when our nature has received all the 
refinement which devotion and piety can 
impart to it, we are still light as vanity 
If; we are still but the unprofitable 
ants of an almighty and merciful Fa- 
ther ; and in this character, the text af- 
fords us encouragement and consolation. 
We have beheld Peter, a faithless dis- 
ciple, and a miserable offender ; we have 
seen him presumptuous, and we have 
seen him cast down ; but let us look upon 
him once again, how beautifully the 
mercy of the Lord breaks in upon the 
picture ! No sooner had he completed his 
denial, and filled up the measure of his 
, than grace was at hand to wake 
to contrition : no sooner had the 
creature fallen, than the arm of his Crea- 
tor is stretched forth, to reprove indeed, 
but also to assist him. It is recorded, 
lat the Lord turned and looked upon 
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Peter; and that he, remembering the 
prediction of his Master, and its recent 
fulfilment, went out and wept bitterly. 
We have seen the error which we are to 
Hvoid ; here then is the example which 
we are to follow ; there is no preparation 
for the future more apt than repentance 
of the past. The hearts of all, if searched 
-with the rigorous examination which a 
Christian should exercise, will develope, 
even to the holiest, amply sufficient to 
throw them down upon their knees, in 
humiliation, penitence, and prayer; if 
no conviction of unworthiness follow our 
scrutiny, the furnace in which we hate 
tried ourselves has not been sufficiently 
heated ; but we must not temporize and 
trifle with the secret sins of our hearts, 
when our faith requires that they be con- 
fessed, repented of, and forsaken; remem- 
bering always, that the continuance of the 
Christian dispensation is a continuance of 
the promise of forgiveness on the part of 
God, on the conditions of faith, repent- 
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mnce, and obedience, on the part of man. 
We have all sinned, and come short of 
the glory of God, and auch are those 
whom Christ came to save ; to call not 
the righteous, but sinners to repentance. 
If we would have a part in the eternal 
blessings promised to the Christian faith, 
we must take heed that we hold fast that 
faith, in all its branches, pure and unde- 
filed ; and for our encouragement we may 
remember, that the Lord, who looked 
upon Peter, is looking now upon us in our 
severest temptations ; and in the most se- 
cret moments, either of duty or devotion, 
his eye is opou us, his ears are open to 
our prayers ; by the true child of faith, 
1 the reproving or cheering looks of his 
j-Lord will be spiritually discerned ; he 
Mfrill mourn for his sins, and strive to pu- 
B-irify his heart by penitence and prayer, 
ever looking to the Author and finisher 
of his faith ; and ever anticipating that 
^_glorious day, when he shall wipe away 
tears from off all faces, give them the oil 



110 SERMON VI. 

of joy for mourning, and raise them for 
ever to his heavenly kingdom, trees of 
righteousness, the planting of the Lord, 
that he may be glorified. 
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JEREMIAH Vi. 8. 

Be thou instructed, O Jerusalem, lest my soul depart 
from thee, lest I make thee desolate, a land not 
inhabited. 

Such, my brethren, was the warning 
graciously delivered by the Almighty 
King of Israel to his often-chastised, but 
still rebellious subjects ; and whether we 
consider their merciful or judicial signifi- 
cation, they cannot but strike the reli- 
gious and reflecting mind with a deep 
feeling of awe. The first sentence, ^^ Be 
thou instructed, O Jerusalem," has a 
reference, doubtless, to those numerous 
past inflictions of divine wrath, as well as 
to those continual declarations of judg- 
ment to come, with which the historical 
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pages of the Old Testament abound ; 
what these were is no doubt familiar to 
all, the sword, the famine, the pestilence, 
the earthquake, the fiery serpent, the wil- 
derness white with their bones, and lastly, 
the crumbling ruins of Jerusalem. But 
it is the most fearful threat contained in 
the latter part of the veree, which, on 
this particular occasion, appeals moat for- 
cibly to our attention. 

It is, perhaps, impossible, certainly 
difficult, to imagine words of more fright- 
ful import: " Lest my soul depart from 
thee, lest I make thee desolate, a land 
not inhabited." What man is when the 
Spirit of the Lord is with him, the faith- 
ful and trusting Christian knows well. 
In his tribulation, and in his wealth, in 
his prayers, his hopes, and struggles, he 
feels the hallowed inspiration of that Om- 
nipotent and Omnipresent grace, which 
consoles, strengthens, and directs the heart 
and mind of man ; the heavens which 
declare his glory, and the earth which 
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rrejoices in his care, the bounties of hie 
love, in time and in eternity, proclaim 
aloud to us, without the pains of investiga- 
tion and research, that " happy is he that 
" hath the God of Jacob for his help, whose 
" hope is in the Lord his God, which made 
" heaven and earth, the sea, and all that 
" therein is, which keepeth truthforever :" 
and as it is with individuals, so it is with 
nations. Where the Spirit of the Lord is 
there is liberty, the heavenly liberty of 
the sons of God, the liberty of the faith- 
ful, the pious, the devout, the holy, the 
just, the merciful, the redeemed from 
sin, the alive to righteousness, the res- 
cued from earth, the heirs of heaven ; 
and there too the dew of God's blessing 
descends, spreading and fertilizing the 
growth of the Gospel, and filling all 
things, far and near, among all sorts and 
conditions of men, with the fruits of the 
Spirit, and the spirit of peace ; and with 
this picture before our eyes we have but 
to reverse it, and behold at once that 



scene of abomiaation, where the Spirit of 
the Lord is not ; misrule in the council, 
confusion in the state, depravity in the 
people, corrupted morala, debased and 
grovelling habits, faith perverted, judg- 
ments disregarded, warnings unheeded, re- 
ligion neglected, virtue prostrate, and vice 
triumphant ; in short, the prophetic vision 
of the Apostle realized, perilous times, 
when men abound, " lovers of their 
" ownselves, covetous, boasters, proud, 
** blasphemers, disobedient to parents, un- 
" thankful, unholy," and in such a land, 
wherever there be such, we may well look 
for the lowering down at last of that 
6aal cloud of retribution, which broke 
in overwhelming thunder over the land 
of Judah : cities depopulated, the grand 
and terrible nation smitten down to the 
dust ; the palace and the hovel defiled 
alike with the foul and creeping things 
of the earth ; her children outcasts ; her 
name forgotten ; the briar springing up 
for the rose ; desolation and ruin in the 
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midst of her ; and the silence of her soli- 
tarywidowhood broken, onlybyunavailing 
lamentation, or the aspersions of contempt. 
Such is the fearful reality of the text, a 
land truly made desolate, a land not in- 
habited. Those who wonld gaze more 
nearly on the horrors of the scene, may 
find them in glowing colours, in the 
writings of those who bowed not the 
knee to Baal ; who were instructed both 
by the terrors and mercies of their God, 
and whose wailing task it was to survive 
the ruin, and to write the epitaph of lost 
and guilty Zion. And ahall we not do 
well, my brethren, now, when our rulers 
have called us to the temple, to take 
these things to heart ? It is fitting, most 
fitting, that you now be reminded from 
this place, that the hand of heaven was 
but lately heavy upon this land, and 
much did Bhe tremble, and fearful was 
she at his presence. If here there be any 

fhiitking ones, who have forgotten the 
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minds that season of anxiouB foreboding 
and feverish excitement, when death 
came up suddenly into our windows, and 
his arrows went abroad, conquering and 
to conquer; men may have learned, per- 
haps, to think without trembling now of 
what they then quailed and shuddered to 
behold ; the young man is now rejoicing 
in his youth, and his heart is cheering 
him in the days of his youth ; he is walk- 
ing in the ways of his heart, and in the 
sight of his eyes, forgetful of the judg- 
ment to come : the giddy crowd have 
forgotten the thick darkness which co- 
vered the people, and revel again in the 
restored sunshine of heaven ; the world is 
awake again from her pale trance, and the 
noise and bustle of the busy, and th6 
merry sounds of pleasure ring around ud 
again ; the old things have passed away, 
and all things liave become new ; and yet, 
but lately, there was a time, when " the 
" keepers of tbehouse trembled, thestrong 
" men bowed themselves, the doors were 
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" shut in the streets," man went hourly to 
his long home, and the mourners in mul- 
titudes went about the streets ; then, the 
high places of the kingdom of vanity were 
forsaken, and the emblazoned chariots of 
trembling nobles bore away the high-born , 
the beautiful, and the wealthy, to the ut- 
termost parts of the land : palaces for- 
saken, and scenes of festivity deserted, 
proclaimed to creation, that fear was 
come upon all, and fearful looking for- 
ward to those things which were coming 
upon the earth ; the joy of our heart was 
ceased, the dance was turned into mourn- 
ing ; beauty forgot her gay attire, the 
song and the music were hushed, and 
steps of hurry and alarm, guided by 
hearts beating thick and fast, went to and 
fro with half articulated enquiries of how 
death prospered in his handy work : from 
faces, pale with affectionate trepidation, 
the stealthy look was cast upon the re- 
cord of mortality, to see whether the 
loved one be yet alive ; parents, children, 
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husbands, wives, brothers, sisters, and 
friends, all, all bowed and trembled for 
their links of love, as the freezing blast of 
death passed over their heads : and then 
the fast was proclaimed, the solemn as- 
sembly was called, the preacher sought 
to find out acceptable words, and in one 
solemn moment of humiliation , the sup- 
plications of millions went up before the 
throne 6f the Everlasting. — ** Have pity, 
*' O Lord, have pity on thy people, and 
*' remove from us that grievous cala- 
" mity, against which our only security is 
*' in thy compassion !" The prayer was 
heard, the flaming sword was sheathed, and 
the Father of mercies, the Lord of life and 
resurrection, lifted us up in joy from the 
gates of death. What then shall we ren- 
der unto the Lord for all his benefits to- 
wards us ? What can we do, but praise, 
bless, and magnify his all-mighty yet 
all-merciful name, with all the utterance 
which our lips can pour forth, and serve 
and honour him with all the devotion and 



SERMON VII. 



121 



ibedience which our hearts can feel, and 

' lives can set forth t Shall not we the 

remnant rejoice ? Shall not we who are 

escaped break forth and sing songs of de- 

. liverance in the courts of the Lord's house, 

and in the mids^ of his temple ? Is it not 

our bounden duty to remember, that it is 

of the Lord's mercies that we are not 

sonsumed, because his compassions fail 

The waves have run high, and the 

rinds have roared fiercely around our 

pittle bark, but in the moment of peril, 

Lord, the only Lord of salvation, 

stretched forth his hand, set our feet 

upon the rock, and ordered our goings. 

^ Where, then, is the disputer of this 
World, who sees not the judgments of the 
Lord, who turns away from the congre- 
gation of the faithful, in their thanksgiv- 
ings, and who has no better feeling than 
contempt, for the humble believer who 
traces the finger of Providence in the 
, dispensations which visit hia country ? 
■ Let him bring forward his strong reasons, 



122 



SBRMOir nu 



and we must tell him of one, who has 
declared from the oracle of heaven that 
not a sparrow falleth to the ground, with- 
out our Father, which is in heaven ; of 
one, who feeds the fowls of the air, clothes 
the grass of the field, and whose invisible 
hand, omnipotent, yet minute in opera- 
tion, numbers the hairs of our head, and 
tints with loveliness the lily and the 
rose ; we will send him abroad into the 
"beautiful and wonderful creation, illu- 
mined on every side by the indelible and 
dazzling characters of mercy and power, 
there to commune with a thousand spirits 
who will haunt him at every step, and 
reveal to him in thrilling accents that his 
God is every where, above, around, and 
within him. We will ask him, why this 
man sighs in poverty and neglect 1 why 
that man exults in wealth and distinc- 
tion ? why one weeps and another smiles ? 
why the young and vigorous are struck 
down in their bright noon, while the old 
and infirm crawl slowly to the tomb, and 
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'drag their lengthening chain of being by 
slow degrees to eternity ? Moreover we 
will open before him the Book, of the 
Chronicles of the kings of the earth, and 
inquire, why empires have been shivered 
to atoms, kings hurled headlong to the 
iust, and beggars exalted to be kings ? 
why the light of civilization has spread in 
one country, in another the darkness of 
ignorance and barbarism ? why Christ is 
worshipped in one land, and Dagon in 
another? why, in the history of men and 
things, his busy enquiries are thwarted 
and perplexed at every page, by mysteries 
which he cannot unravel, and anomalies 
which he cannot comprehend ? then, 
while he stands, dumb in convicted little- 
ness, let him open the book of wisdom, 
id the secrets of these things will be 

lisclosed — " I am the Lord, and there is 
none else. I form the light and create 
darkness ; I make peace, and create evil ; 
I the Lord do all these things." — There, 

,e will learn that it is only the fool who 
G 2 
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saith in his heart there is no God ; that to 
doubt the direction, is the first step of 
the scofier, who doubts the existence of 
a God, There is no beUef of any worth, 
short of that, which admits every instant 
and in every contingency of life, that in 
him, we live, and move, and have our 
being : without this principle engrained 
in his inmost heart, man in his greatest 
refinement is but a goodly temple to the 
view, inwardly possessed with a demon, 
a shattered and a drifting wreck, toesed 
upon the ocean of time. 

The best improvement that wecan make 
of the present occasion of thanksgiving for 
the late mercies of our God, is to take a 
lesson from the multiplied provocations, 
and consequent punishment, of those to 
whom the wordsinmytextwere addressed. 
Great and manifold were the privileges 
and blessings which they enjoyed, as a 
nation, as monstrous and aggravated ac- 
cordingly was their guilt. But how un- 
speakably more perfect and more precious 
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! those which we enjoy. If they had 
the Law and the Prophets, we have 
Christ and his Gospel ; if they had the 
pure commandments of life, and the 
shadow of good things to come, we 
have the all-sufficient grace of God, and 
the invaluable substance of truth ; if 
they saw through a glass darkly, the 
things belonging unto life, we are face to 
face with immortality, and glory : and 
though, thanks be to God, wc have not 
been visited with that overwhelming ven- 
geance, which smote that guilty and 
rebellious race, yet we are not left with- 
out certain signs and tokens, of which 
the late visitation is one ; to impress 
upon us, that the eye of Him who neither 
slumbers nor sleeps, is fixed upon the 
world at his feet ; that the arm of justice, 
which has been for a little moment 
stretched forth, can and will smite hea- 
vily, if need there be. The plague did 
begin ; there was a sound of wailing and 
^mentation heard, from those who wept 
G 3 
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for their children, and would not be 
comforted because they were not ; the 
destroyer has passed through us, and left 
the dark seal of anguish on many a brow, 
bereavement sits in many a clouded home, 
and the gloomy catalogue of the father- 
less children, and widows, the desolate 
and the oppressed, has received its ap- 
pointed augmentation. And who can tell 
whether tlie end be yet ? This may be but 
the beginning of sorrows ; the command 
may yet go forth, to smite the first-born 
through all the land, from the first-born 
of the king who sitteth on his throne, to 
the first-born of the captive who lieth in 
the dungeon, and not to leave a house 
where there is not one dead ; then truly 
there will be weeping and gnashing of 
teeth. Humiliation indeed was mingled 
with suffering, prayers were poured forth, 
and the plague was stayed, and well may 
we all rejoice thereat. But long prayers 
may be made, and often are made, for a 
show ; humiliation may be gone about in 
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I the spirit of Aiiab, as well as iu the spirit 

I of Christ. The visitations of the Al- 

LiDighty are as good seed cast forth upon 

the world, producing, upon the good 

ground, correction and instruction in 

righteousness, good and enduring fruit, 

lirty, sixty, and an hundred fold ; it 

remains to be proved by the spiritual 

effect produced upon your lives, what 

improvement you have derived from that 

visitation, for which as fellow countrymen 

»you have moui'ned, and for deliverance 
from which, aa fellow Christiana, you have 
prayed ; the Lord of the vineyard has 
visited you with his care ; as choice 
branches he has watered you, for your 
benefit, with the water of affliction, and 
verily he will look for fruit, and fruit 
such as he loveth, not the wild and rank 
produce of unproductive faith, but the 

I imperishable fruits of the Spirit, love, joy, 
peace, long-suffering, gentleness, good- 
ness, faith, meekness, temperance. 
To prove that we have profited as a 
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nation, by the evil which we have received 
at the liaiid of God, we want amongst us 
no increase either of preaching, or of pro- 
fessions ; that the first may be carried 
too far, we have lately, I apprehend, had 
ample proof from the indecent and un- 
evangelical exhibitions in our streets, and : 
that the latter has ever woefully out- i 
weighed practice, is a fact identified with 
the history of man ; but we do want a 
searching spirit of reformation in the 
morals of society at large, less devotion 
to tilings temporal, more attention to 
things eternal ; not praying in the corners 
of the streets, but in the retirement of 
the closet ; not the disfiguring of the 
face, but purification of character, and 
renovation of the heart. The prostra- 
tions of the body, and the mockery of lip 
service are not required, but the broken 
spirit, crucified lusts, and forsaken sins ; 
these are the acceptable sacrifices of God. 
The children of pride must come down 
from their high seats, bend their stiff 
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necks under the yoke of Christ, and re- 
Ljnember that there is a King above, who 
VTaleth even over them. The exalted in 
I rank must become exalted also in repu- 
tation as Christians, not in name, but in 
deed and in truth : the profanation of 
the Sabbath, the patronage of splendid 
temples of debauchery and fraud, the 
neglect of the service and sacraments of 
our Church, the profane levity, which 
jests upon the awful dispensations of 
Heaven, these wicked spirits, and num- 
bers more, which I leave to the observa- 
tion of those who have eyes to see, and 
ears to hear them, all these must be cast 
out ; or if thev be not, if a hardened age, 
gross and deaf with corruption, and con- 
firmed slaves of Satan, will not turn, will 
^not repent, will not amend, why then — 
[ am not going, like the fool, to rush in 
where Angels fear to tread, and prophesy 
that the judgments of the Almighty will 
fall again upon us, but I say that it will 
lOt be surprising nay perfectly natural if 
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they do. When the millstone is riveted 
to the neck, it will not be surprising to 
see the victim cast into the deep. Let 
it be the ardent wish then, the diligent 
endeavour of each and all, to secure 
mercy, rather than to provoke condem- 
nation. Let this be a day of thanks- 
giving, but withal, a thanksgiving before 
a spiritual banquet, where we may all 
feed on the immortalizing bread of life. 
Let the voice of praise be heard, not only 
in the sanctuary of Jehovah, but let it be 
echoed in every home, let it animate 
every breast, let every heart and every 
house and every family be searched, 
with sincerity of purpose, and with a 
determination to put away all things that 
offend ; that so in the hour when the 
Lord cometh to judgment, and enquiry, 
he may find a peculiar people, zealous of 
good works. And now, before we close 
this solemn scene, he that hath ears to 
hear, let him hear this the Lord's injunc- 
tion : " Thus saith the Lord, Let not the 



J 



SERMON VII. 131 

" wise man glory in his wisdom, neither 
'* let the mighty man glory in his might, 
** let not the rich man glory in his riches ; 
" but let him that glorieth glory in this, 
*' that he understandeth and knoweth me, 
* * that I am the Lord that exercise loving- 
" kindness, judgment, and righteousness 
" in the earth ; for in these things I de- 
'' light, saith the Lord." 



THE END. 



Gilbert & Rivington, Printers, St John's Square, London. 



"I 

■ I 
I 



il 



^- 



